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Letters To The Editor 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


There are many of us who are grieved with the 
report that the Permanent Committee On Co- 
operation and Union is bringing to this meeting of 
the General Assembly. This Committee is asking 
for authority to press union with other church 
bodies before the issue can come up before us for 
consideration. We already have the right as congre- 
gations, as presbyteries, as synods, and as a Gen- 
eral Assembly to invite any speaker from any other 
fold at such time as we wish to do so. We also 
have the right to sit with either bodies whenever 
we choose. Now the Assembly’s Committee is ask- 
ing for the power to initiate this for us, and I 
presume accuse us of unbrotherliness if we fail to 
do so. It is like someone trying to make us take 
medicine whether we think we need it or not. It 
is taking powers invested in sessions, presbyteries 
and synods, and giving it to the Committee. 


One thing is certain—the membership of the 
Committee On Cooperation And Union is not in 
proportion to the view of the church as a whole. 
All of us were happy over the decision which was 
reached at the last meeting of the General As- 
sembly, except perhaps that portion of this Com- 
mittee which with unremitting zeal attempts to 
prepare us for union with other denominations. 
If their zeal was as great to teach what we believe 
as it is to unite us bodily with others, union would 
come much sooner. I may add, if General Assembly 
passes this report, there will be plenty who will do 
as their consciences direct. For one General As- 
sembly to undo, what a preceding General As- 
sembly has laid on the table for five years, will 
leave most of us in a position where we will have 
decided to follow our own judgment. 


It appears to me that the report of the majority 
of the Committee On Cooperation and Union has 
given no consideration to the purport of the de- 
cision reached at the last Assembly, and has ex- 
hibited afresh the spirit of the age in which we 
live which “despises government” and is given 
to “covenant breaking.” 


R. D. Littleton, Pastor, 
Bay St. Presbyterian Church, 
Hattiesburg, Miss. 


JOURNAL 


Rev. J. Kenton Parker 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. Cary N. Weisiger III 

Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 


Rev. Charlton Hutton 

Mr. T. S. McPheeters 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. 
Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. H. D. Vance 

Mr. W. R. Willauer 





EDITORIAL 
The Lord Of The 


Conscience 


Protestantism has from its very beginning in- 
sisted on the spiritual mission of the Church as 
opposed to the temporal assumptions of Rome. 


In our own life time we are now witnessing 
a definite trend of the Protestant Church away 
from this position. The ecumenical movement 
stresses the need for unity of the Church, that it 
in turn may counteract the claims and the po- 
litical activities of the Roman Catholic Church. 


We are also witnessing another subtle and far- 
reaching shjft, Calvinism and the Presbyterian 
Church have stood unswervingly for the truth 
that Jesus Christ alone is the Lord of our con- 
science. This has come from faith in the absolute 
authority of the Word of God. 


Today there is an exceedingly dangerous trend. 
As men have deviated more and more from faith 
in an infallible Book they have shifted to faith 
in an infallible Church. 


Our attention has recently been called to a 
question asked in a sister Presbyterian Church 
when a man comes before his Presbytery for ad- 
mission. “Do you promise to support the boards, 
agencies and institutions of our Church?” If the 
reply is, “Provided these Boards and agencies 
and institutions remain true to the Word of 
God,” he will then be asked who is to decide that 
fact. If the one examined replies that his conscience 
before God will have to make the decision he will 
then be denied ordination, or admission to the 
Presbytery. 


We know of at least two instances where such 
an issue has also been injected in our own Pres 
byteries. To some this may seem a_ reasonable 
question but it is both unPresbyterian and cor 
trary to the very spirit and history of our Church. 


There are many men who have departed from 
faith in a completely reliable and authoritative 
Bible, while those who so believe are often held up 
to ridicule. 


Rejecting faith in. an infallible Bible these same 
men use the fallible judgments of men as a basis 
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for an infallible Church. God has nowhere stated 
that a majority is always right. It is true that 
in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. It 
is also true that “all scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God” and that this same scripture is 
“sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and interests of the heart. Neither 
is there any creature that is not manifest in his 
sight: but all things are naked and open unto 
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.” 


The writer does not have one drop of blood in 
his veins not derived from Scotch-Irish or Hugue- 
not ancestors. But, we believe in Presbyterianism 
not because of ancestry but because we believe our 
doctrines and Confession of Faith have their 
source in and their authority from the Word of 
God. We believe the Church has made mistakes 
and will make them again. Not until the Bride- 
groom comes for His Bride will the Church be 
made perfect. In the mean time we have a Book 
“which came not by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost” and that Book must be our “In- 
falible rule of faith and practice.” This is the 
very genius of Presbyterianism. 


To submit to the question quoted above is to 
acknowledge the domination of a system rather 
than of the Lord of that system. Loyalty to one’s 
Church is a duty of every member, but, blind loy- 
alty is an entirely different thing. No ecclesiastical 


group has the right to demand such a blind 
promise. 


In our judgment the only answer to such a 
question is to assert one’s unswerving loyalty to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to His Word. 


Let those who insist on adding to the require- 
ments of ordination be asked in turn where the 
ultimate source of authority rests. If they say in 
the Church—that is Romanism. If they say in our 
Lord, that is Protestantism. —L.N.B 





“We Are Men - Not God” 


But The Church Is The 
Church Of God 


In the current debate between Professors Rein- 
hold Niebuhr and Karl Barth, the former keeps 
reiterating “‘we are men not God” as though 
that were the truism that settled the issue. But 
Wwe were not invited to meet at Amsterdam last 
August as a group of religious or philosophical 
men drawn from educational institutions with 
no ecclesiastical responsibility. We were invited 
to meet at Amsterdam as official delegates of 
churches to organize the World Council of Churches 
under an invitation limiting the meeting to those 


Churches which accept Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour. 


Now the New Testament continually speaks of 
the Church of God or the Churches of God, oc- 
casionally of the Churches or Church of Christ. The 
full phrase is “the Churches of God in Christ 
Jesus.” And because the Church is the Church of 
God it is not free to make any set of decisions or 
declarations which appeal to the more brilliant 
religious philosophers of the day. It was not free 
to commit the Body of which Christ is the Head 
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and King to the plausible dialectics which parallels 
capitalism and communism, asserting that the 
ideology of the former gives liberty and promises 
justice or equality, that the latter gives justice 
and equality and promises liberty—that neither 
keeps its promise. This alleged ideology is not 
true to conditions as they exist today—there is 
less equality, less justice and less freedom in com- 
munistic countries than in capitalistic countries. But 
fundamentally this is a piece of human ideology 
and hence it is wrong to commit the Church of 
God to it. Where God speaks let the Church speak, 
where He is silent let the Church be silent. 


Magic is trying to take God into our possession 
and use Him for our purposes—whether those be 
pacifistic, collectivistic, racialistic, or liberal: ‘tic. 
Religion is yielding submission to God and His 
plans and program for men. And Barth is funda- 
mentally right in saying that God’s design is 
Jesus Christ. The glory of the Amsterdam meeting 
was the affirmation of Jesus Christ for which, 
humanly speaking, we have to thank chiefly our 
Continental brethren. The grief of Amsterdam 
was the committing of the World Council to the 
ideas, ideologies and isms of men—highly gifted, 
widely educated, philosophically brilliant as some 
of these men are. The Church is the Church of 
God in Christ Jesus—it is not an instrument of hu- 
man making that men have a right to use to pro- 
mote their programs. Let the Church be the Church 
of God! Let her offer for the healing of the na- 
tions the Prince of Peace. He is the bread of life. 
He is the only One who is great enough and graci- 
ous enough to gather up the broken fragments 
of a shattered world that nothing be lost. The 
foundation is laid, namely Jesus Christ, no man 
can lay another. Let every man take heed how 
he builds on this foundation, for every plant that 
the Father has not planted shall be plucked up. 


The Church lives not by the decisions men make 
on the basis of human ideologies, but by the acts 
of God. And in the Church God acts in Christ 
Jesus. The Church is the living community of the 
living Lord Jesus Christ. —Wwm.C.R. 





“Not Of Works, Lest Any 
Man Should Boast” 


Dr. Charles G, Trumbull was once asked: “What 
do you consider the most dangerous heresy today”? 
After deliberation he replied: “The most danger- 
ous heresy today is the emphasis that is being 
made, within the Church itself and by Christian 
leaders and teachers and ministers, upon activity 
as Christianity; upon service as salvation. Get 
busy for God, we are told, and your salvation 
will take care of itself. Serve your fellowmen and 
don’t worry about creeds. Forget your creeds and 
do something worth while. Activity as the way 
of life: that is the most dangerous heresy today. 
For men are not saved by doing anything.” 


We have tested this statement and find it true. 
Ask the average Church member how he is saved 
and you will find that again and again the answer 
will include something he is to do. Often the ex- 
pression used is, “by living a good Christian life.” 
Again it will be: “By loving God and treating my 
ta man right,” or “By trying to be good until 
I die.” 


The Bible is so clear, so specific on the con- 
dition of salvation and no where is it based on 
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works. To do so is to deny the Lord Who bought 
us. To do so is to live in a sense of insecurity 
because of our own frailties. To do so is to affirm 
that we can do something which lies solely in 
God’s power. 


Recognizing the place of a holy life, one dedi- 
cated to the service of others, let us always re- 
member that our salvation is by God’s grace alone, 
received on our part by an act of faith. Only 
then can we please Him in service. 


We believe a reexamination of the great 
doctrine of God’s saving grace is calculated to 
puncture the natural ego of man, make him realize 
his sinfulness and lost condition and when this 
grace is received into the humbled heart that one 
then goes out to serve because the love of God is 
shed abroad in his heart. 


The magnitude of God’s love and the enormity 
of sin can never be even faintly comprehended 
until we realize that our eternal salvation depends 
entirely on God’s grace, Grace is unmerited favor. 


“Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost; which He shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior; that being justi- 
fied by His grace, we should be made heirs ac- 
cording to the hope of eternal life.” 


Paul immediately follows this statement on the 
basis of our salvation with these words, “This is 
a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they which have believed 
in God might be careful to maiztain good works. 
These things are good and profitable unto men.” 
Titus 3:5-8. —L.N.B. 





The Montreat Campaign 


Aside from those things which constitute our 
spiritual heritage and hope, the greatest single 
unifying influence in our Church is Montreat. 


To a degree not true in any other denomination 
Montreat not only symbolizes our Church, but, 
does more than that, it is the heart-beat of the 
Church and from it there have gone pulse beats 
of blessing down into every Synod, Presbytery, 
congregation and individual Church member. This 
is not an over statement when we stop to think 
of the great inspiration and influence for Foreign 
Missions, Home Missions, Women’s Work, etc. etc. 
which constantly pulsate out to the entire Church. 


Just as the British Crown is a symbol and 
stabilizing influence which holds the British Em- 
pire, just so Montreat has a unifying blessing 
for our entire Church. 


This does not in any way reflect on regional 
conferences and conference grounds. They too 
serve as a blessing to those parts of the Church 
for which they minister. But, Montreat holds a 
unique place in the Church as a whole and this must 
be conserved, strengthened and expanded. 


Over the years the physical equipment at Mon- 
treat has been developed on a permanent basis. 
Visitors from other Churches are amazed at the 
fine buildings and the lovely surroundings. But, 


this equipment is still inadequate for the needs of 
our Church. 
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The General Assembly has authorized a cam. 
paign for $780,000.00 for Montreat. The Trustee; 
and the Board of Directors have engaged experts 
whose advice will be followed in this campaign, 


But, in the last analysis it is the members of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church who will have to 
give this money and we will be wise to pray about 
this and make the meeting of this need our im. 
mediate concern. 


The unfinished building, started on the site of 
the old Alba Hotel, is of immediate and primary 
concern. This is not to be a Hotel in the sense that 
Assembly Inn is a Hotel, It is to be a conference 
building, designed to accommodate hundreds of 
those who yearly find their requests for accom- 
modations unmet. Although the charge for these 
rooms will be moderate the income derived from 
this building will thus add to the supporting assets 
of the Mountain Retreat Association. In complet- 
ing this building our Church will therefore be 
making Montreat more available to the member- 
ship of the Church and also making a sound 
financial investment for the future operating cost 
of Montreat. 


The Montreat Schools, High School and College, 
are also making a contribution to Christian edv- 
cation which is little appreciated throughout the 
Church as a whole. The faculty, composed of 
spiritual Christian women, has down through the 
years carried on a great work and that at real 
personal sacrifice. We know these schools, three 
of our daughters have graduated there, and we 
know that it merits our support and prayers. 


We sincerely hope that the campaign for Mon- 
treat, one designed to make Montreat a greater 
blessing to our Church, will meet with Church- 
wide support. Let us be thankful for the past and 
show that thankfulness by praying, working and 
giving for the future. —L.N.B. 


The High Priest And The 
Kingdom Of Priests 


By G. Coleman Luck 


The nation Israel in Old Testament times had 
a priesthood. This priesthood was taken from one 
tribe—that of Levi—and from one family of that 
tribe—that of Aaron, the brother of Moses. Only 
members of this family were qualified to serve 
as priests. In this family all the members were 
priests, but the head of the family served as the 
high priest. The consecration of Aaron to this 


office as the first high priest is to be found in 
Leviticus 8. 


In the New Testament this figure is used_to 
express the relationship between Christ and His 
people. Christ Himself is the High Priest. “We 
have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God’ (Heb. 4:14). 


As to the duties of a high priest, we are told in 
Hebrews 5:1: “For every high priest taken from 
among men is ordained for men in things pertain- 
ing to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacri- 
fices for sins.” Christ as our High Priest first of 
all offered a sacrifice for our sins—His own 
blood shed on the cross, by which He obtained 
eternal salvation for us who believe on Him (Heb. 
7:24-28). As our great High Priest He not only 
died for us, but He rose again, and is now at the 








Apr. 1, 1949 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 5 








——— 
—_ 


right hand of the Father, interceding for us. 


All those who believe on Christ form what is 
called in Scripture “a kingdom of priests” (I Pet. 
9:5-9; Rev. 1:6. Thus, in a very real sense, every 
Christian is a priest. Each believer has the right 
to come directly to God on behalf of himself and 
others. There are certain acceptable sacrifices 
which Christians as priests should offer to God. 
First, and most important, we can offer ourselves. 
To this Paul refers when he beseeches us to “pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1). 
Beyond this we are told that other acceptable 
sacrifices are praise, good works, and money used 
to help those in need and to assist in the Lord’s 
work (Heb. 13:15-16). Another precious privilege 
that Christians enjoy as priests of God is that of 
interceding for others (I Tim. 2:1-8). 





Two Families—Not One 


In the confusing clamor about race relations a 
far more important issue is often ignored, denied 
or forgotten. While claiming the oneness of God’s 
creation we must remember that in God’s sight 
there are two races, children of the first Adam 
and those who through the new birth are now the 
sons of God through faith in Jesus Christ. 


The “Fatherhood of God and brotherhood of 
man’’ as often preached, is a heresy of the first 
water. While all men are sons of God by cre- 
ation; sin and the resulting fall separated men 
from God and we became aliens from Him and 
sons of the Devil. 


Christ came into this world to redeem us back 
to Himself and our restoration to sonship is ac- 
complished solely by being born again. This being 
true, only Christians are brothers in Christ. 


Love for lost men has always characterized the 
true Christian. This love—because love must be 
honest—recognizes sin and proclaims its cure, the 
blood of Christ. 


In a matter in which there has been entirely 
too much loose and unscriptural thinking, let us 
stick to the plain teaching of the Bible and that 
teaching is—man is either in Christ or out of 
Him. It is man’s relation to Him which determines 
which family he is a member of. The passage from 
death to life can be effected in no — 

—L.N.B. 





“CAPITALISM” 
In Theory And Practice 


Historically the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States has been devoted to the preaching 
of the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, believing that God has given her this 
commission for His glory and man’s good. We 
hope that this may remain our emphasis. We are 
living in an age, however, when men are de- 
termined to get the Church and its super-church 
councils to commit themselves to economic, racial 
and international questions—and it seems always 
on the left side of such issues. Pacifistic disarma- 
ment went so far as to leave the United States al- 
most a prey to Japanese-Nazi conquest. 


Communist infiltration has taken over Czech- 
Slovakia and much of China. It has led to serious 
strikes in Western Europe and to revolt in South- 
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ern Korea and in Greece. Last summer the theory 
or “ideology” of communism was paralelled with 
that of capitalism by a visitor at the Calvinistic 
Congress in Amsterdam, by an American theo- 
logian at the Pan-Presbyterian Alliance, and by 
the report of the World Council—as if the theories 
of the two were equally bad, capitalism giving 
freedom and promising equality; and communism 
g.ving equality and promising freedom; neither 
fulf.lling its promise. 


In the Spring of 1948 there was a student con- 
ference at Thunersee, Switzerland in which French 
Communists were pressing their ideology and talk- 
ing about the possible dangers in the theory of 
capitalism. Things had gone rather far when an 
American student took the floor and insisted that 
the d.scussion come down out of the clouds and 
face the actual situation of American capitalism 
and Russian communism. Were the dangers, al- 
leged as possible to capitalism, present in American 
free enterprise? Were the values, alleged as 
ideological, actual in Russian communism? He was 
followed by a Hungarian refugee who told of the 
actual situation behind the iron curtain in Hungary 
and the communistic propaganda at that con- 
terence folded up. 


In the early twenties Professor W. M. Clow of 
Glasgow ran a series of article on Marx and com- 
munism contrasted with capitalism in the Prince- 
ton Theological Review which stopped the com- 
munistiec drive in the Churches at that time. R. T. 
Haslam has a vigorous brochure on America’s Real 
Resource which can be secured by writing Room 
1626, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 
Haslam shows that the United States has attained 
her strength and vigor not by superior natural 
resources, but by enterprise under the system of 
free competition. At the World Council Emil 
Brunner spoke vigorously in favor of capitalism 
as the safeguard of human personality against 
sundry forms of stateism. Your correspondent re- 
ported this able address at some length and ex- 
pressed his regret that much American leadership 
in that council was socialistic rather than sup- 
porting this capitalistic free enterprise emphasis. 


It seems to the writer that some of our ablest 
economic minds ought to frame suitable resolutions 
protesting against the superdenominational coun- 
cils committing our Church against the American 
system of free enterprise and ask our General 
Assembly to pass the same. One of the most vigor- 
ous Calvinistic scholars in America today is Dr. 
Clarence Bouma, Professor of Ethics at Calvin 
College. We are privileged to carry in this issue 
the first of his two able articles defending capital- 
ism against the attacks being made upon it in cer- 
tain councils. We heartily commend this article 
to our readers. Let us become informed on this 
matter and take the Biblical position if and as the 
issue comes up in our own Church courts or in 
the aforementioned councils. —Wnm.C.R. 
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Is Free Enterprise Anti-Christian? 


By Clarence Bouma 


Professor of Ethics 
Calvin Seminary 


A Reprint from The Calvin Forum, a Religious Monthly, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


As reported in The Toronto Daily Star of Sep- 
tember 26, 1947, the National Council of the Chris- 
tian Student Movement in Canada at its annual 
meeting at Lake Couchiching passed the following 
resolution: ‘“‘Because we believe the land and 
means of production are ultimately God-given and 
men should hold this property in stewardship for 
God, we feel free enterprise, with its emphasis on 
the complete right of the individual to do what he 
will with his property, is basically anti-Christ- 
tian.” 


This declaration further states that it is in- 
spired by the concern to “stress the idea of man’s 
stewardship of the things God has given” that the 
free enterprise system has “depersonalized men 
by its emphasis on technology and production above 
the essential Christian regard for the worth of the 
individual”; and that “a system of economic de- 
mocracy in which the land and means of produc- 
tion are operated by the elected representatives of 
the people to meet the needs of all is potentially 
more Christian than the present one and is, there- 
fore, a goal toward which Christians ought to 
work.” 


From this statement it is clear that the Canadian 
C.S.M. (at least its National Council) has seen fit 
to condemn as anti-Christian our present economic 
system in which the private ownership of capital 
and the means of production is basic. It has seen 
fit in the name of Christianity to repudiate the 
profit motive and the entire system of free enter- 
prise. In short, it has declared itself against capital- 
ism and in favor of some form of socialism. 


What shall we say of this attack, in the name 
of Christianity, upon our present economic system 
of free enterprise? 


Well, first of all, let us not lose our head. Some 
people at once become incensed and vituperative 
when statements like these are made. Why “see 
red” at once when a somewhat radical new pro- 
posal is made? We need light—not heat. Let us not 
take for granted that any proposal must be wrong 
because it is new, and that we must be right: be- 
cause ours is the old traditional view. In other 
words, let’s be open-minded as we weigh the issue. 
That is a wholesome attitude. 


Before coming to grips with the argument, there 
is room for a few preliminary remarks to clear 
the ground and elucidate the issue, 


For the purpose of this article we need not be 
too painstaking about the precise difference be- 
tween Socialism and Communism. There is no 
agreement in the usage of these terms.' Most au- 
thors distinguish Socialism from Communism in 
that the former is made to stand for collective 
ownership of the means of production only, where- 
as the latter is used for a collective set-up that ex- 
tends also to distribution and consumption. Others 
use the terms interchangeably and, recognizing 
Karl Marx as the father of both, consider both 
synonyms for Marxism. 


In this connection someone might raise the 
quest.on whether there is such a thing as Com. 
munism. Is there a genuine Communism in existence 
anywhere, Russia included? A good case could be 
made out for the somewhat surprising statement 
made by Dean Inge that “Communism in Russia 
is a mere facade, behind which a very formidable 
nationalist, militarist, totalitarian State, based not 
on Communism but on State-capitalism, is being 
forged.”2 But whether one accepts this statement, 
or whether one would prefer to subscribe to the 
view of Dr. D’Arcy, who in the same book says, 
‘There is only one form of it (Communism) which 
is real for us; that, namely, which descends from 
Marx, was embodied by Len.n, and now has its seat 
at*Moscow’’s, it is of no great importance for the 
present argument. Whether it be called Socialism, 
Communism, Marxism, or Collectivism, all are the 
sworn enemies of the system of free enterprise with 
its insistence upon the right of private property 
and the legitimacy of the profit motive. And it is 
this system of free enterprise which is declared 
anti-Christian by the C.S.M. conference mentioned 
above. 

* « ok 


We are now ready to state the thesis of this 
article. 


In the face of the claim of the Canadian C.S.M. 
that the system of free enterprise must be dis- 
placed by a socialistic order because it is anti- 
Christian, we submit the following: The economic 
system of free enterprise, far from being anti- 
Christian, is more in harmony with the high 
ethical demands of the Christian religion than 
any collectivistic alternative, whether it be Social- 
ism or Communism. 


We believe this claim can be substantiated along 
three distinct lines of thought, viz., first, with a 
view to the right of private property; secondly, 
with a view to the protection of human personality; 


and thirdly, with a view to the preservation of 
liberty. 


Stated differently, every collectivistic system is 
an attack upon (1) the right of private property, 
(2) the sacredness of personality, and (3) the en- 
joyment of true liberty. 


Over against this we maintain that the right of 
private property, the sacredness of personality, 
and the enjoyment of true liberty are safeguarded 
and promoted by the economic system of free 
enterprise, and that on each of these scores the 


1 See Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, sub: 
Communism, and: Socialism. Also: Hastings En- 
cyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, Vol, III, p. 776. 
Further: R. H. Charles, The Decalogue, p. 235; 
Walter Lippmann, The Good Society, p. 75; Kirby 
Page, Capitalism and Its Rivals, pp. 35, 60; H. 
Wilson Harris (Editor), Christianity and Com- 
munism, pp. 12, 21, 34. 

2 H. Wilson Harris (Editor), Christianity and 
Communism, p. 13. 


3 Op. cit., p. 44. 
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system of free enterprise is not anti-Christian 
but Christian. 


I 


On the score of the right of private property 
the system of free enterprise, far from being 
anti-Christian, is more in harmony with the high 
ethical demands of Christianity than any col- 
lectivistic alternative. 


Basic to the free enterprise system is the right 
of private property. With the abolition of the right 
of private ownership of the means of production, 
a free economy becomes a collectivist economy. 


This right of private ownership is, of course, not 
an absolute right. No right is absolute in human 
society. In the absolute sense of the word only 
God is the owner of all things. “The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fulness thereof.” He has the abso- 
lute right to give and to take away. A human 
being is from this point of view only a relative 
owner. He owes it to God and to his fellowman 
to use his goods for a worthy end. In this sense 
he is, as over against God, a steward of his pos- 
sessions and he will be called to render an ac- 
count of his stewardship. But this in no wise con- 
flicts with his right of private ownership. In fact, 
that right is precisely presupposed in the re- 
sponsibility of stewardship. If over against man 
he were not owner, then over against God he 
could not be held accountable as a steward. “With 
respect to other men, man is an owner, he has 
plenary control over what belongs to him. With 
respect to God he is always a steward, a man with 
an account to render.”4 This would appear to dis- 
pose of the argument contained in the C.S.M. 
statement that free enterprise is basically anti- 
Christian “because we believe the land and means 
of production are ultimately God-given and men 
should hold this property in stewardship for God.” 


But there is another legitimate restriction upon 
the exercise of this right of private ownership. It 
is the right and duty of the government to place 
certain restrictions upon the exercise of this right 
IN case grave misuse to the detriment of human 
society is made of it. Government is divinely insti- 
tuted in a sinful world not only to maintain order 
and punish evil, but also to curb injustice in hu- 
man society. Much of our social legislation has 
this aim in view. The government has no power to 
nullify the right of any individual on this score, 
but that government may in given cases have to 
testrict the exercise of that right with a view 
to social justice. The imposition of such a restric- 


Egain NDOWS 


Exquisite stained glass windows 
designed and executed to suit the 
architecture of your church. Prices 
vary according to the size and 
intricacy of detail. 

Imported, antique glass and ex- 
pert craftsmanship assure unsur- 
passed beauty. Send for your copy 
of our brochure, ‘‘Stained Glass."’ 

We can also meet all your needs 
in church furnishings, including 
engrossed Books of Remembrance. 


[WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES INC] 
16 ASHBURTON PLACE, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


tion upon the exercise of the right of private 
ownership is not to be confused with the cancella- 
tion of that right. In this light for instance the 
imposition of taxation upon excessive incomes and 
inheritances is to be justified. But such restriction 
can be exercised only upon the assumption that the 
right of ownership belongs to each individual and 
that he cannot be deprived of it. Brunner, in- 
terpreting Calvin on this subject, says: “The state 
certainly has the right to limit private property, 
but not to expropriate it.’’s 








This disposes of the force of the C.S.M. state- 
ment that free enterprise, “with its emphasis on 
the complete right of the individual to do what 
he will with his property.” is basically anti-Chris- 
tian. The recognition of such a complete and abso- 
lute right would be anti-Christian indeed. It may 
well be questioned whether any intelligent person 
champions such a view of the right of private 
property, In fact, it is not unfair to say that such 
a view is unreal and a caricature of the right of 
privaie ownership and the system of free enter- 
prise. 

Recognizing these two proper restrictions upon 
its exercise, we now proceed to show that Scrip- 
ture teaches and safeguards the right of private 
property. 


As for the Old Testament, this right is grounded 


4 Emil Brunner, Justice and the Social Order, 
p. 149. 
5S Op. cit., p. 267, Note 25. 
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in creation and is either presupposed or explicitly 
recognized throughout the patriarchal, the Mosaic, 
and the prophetic period. Abraham’s buying a par- 
cel of ground for the burial of Sarah, Jacob’s 
varied experiences in the matter of wages with 
Laban, even Joseph’s gradual acquisition of all the 
property of the Egyptians which they offer him in 
payment for food in days of famine—these are 
only a few stories from the early period proving 
that the recognition of the right of private prop- 
erty was general. This continued throughout the 
Mosaic and the prophetic period. The story of the 
dealings of king Ahab and queen Jezebel with 
Naboth, the Jezreelite, whose patrimony they ex- 
propriated by having him executed unjustly, is a 
ring.ng vindication of the sacredness of the right 
of private property in the period of the kings. 
(1 Kings 21.) 


More eloquent than all these instances is the 
divine commandment to Israel through Moses: 
“Thou shalt not steal.” (Exodus 20:15) Theft is 
viewed as a great sin. The sixth commandment 
protects human life, the seventh preserves the sex 
relation in human marriage, and the eighth, for- 
bidd.ng theft, “springs from the principle of the 
sanctity of human property.’ Flowers properly 
begins his discussion of the eighth command- 
ment with the sentence: “If theft be wrong, then 
the institution of property must be right.”7 This is 
the biblical repudiation of Proudhon’s notorious 
statement, ‘‘La propriete c’est le vol.” (‘Property 
is theft.”) One must take his choice between 
Proudhon and Scripture, and the Christian will not 
hesitate long in doing so.8 


As for the New Testament teaching, it is 
even more explicit, Of course, our Lord’s primary 
approach to questions of wealth and property is a 
spiritual, not an economic one. His outstanding 
teaching on the subject of material possessions 
stresses: that wealth is a snare; that there is a 
great danger in riches; that we must not place too 
high an estimate upon it; that we should not set 
our heart on earthly possessions; that we must be 
ready to surrender all earthly goods for the ex- 
cellency of the riches of Christ; that a man is 
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not profited if he should gain the whole world 
and would lose his soul in the bargain. But all 
such teaching in no way militates against the 
right of private property. In fact, it presupposes 
that very right. The outstanding commandments 
of the Decalogue, the one on property and theft 
specifically included, are reaffirmed by our Lord 
in Matthew 19:18 and Mark 10:19. Paul does 
the same once more in Romans 13:9. And the New 
Testament reaffirmation of the last commandment, 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, reaf- 
firms and reinforces this once more. 


The teaching of our Lord, especially as found in 
the parables, is throughout based upon the as- 
sumption and at times the explicit recognition 0 
the inviolability of private property. Note how 
fully this is taught in the parable of the talents 
in Matthew 25:14-30. The parable of the unjust 


¢ H. J. Flowers, The Permanent Value of the 
Ten Commandments, p. 226. 

7 Op. cit., p. 224. / 

® On the extra-Biblical argument for the right 
of private property and some of its implications, 
see the article on “Property” by V. Cathrein 1 
Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. XII, pp. 462-466. 
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steward (Luke 16:1-12) presupposes it. So does the 
parable of the ten pounds (Luke 19:12-26). All 
these parables not only presuppose the right of 
private property but the right of investment. 
ven the parable of the rich fool condemned him 
for his folly in laying up treasure for himself and 
not being rich toward God, but it in no wise con- 
demns him for considering his property his own 
(Luke 12:16-21). In the parable of Dives and 
Lazarus there is no justification of any form of 
collectivism. The rich man is condemned on two 
sores: first, that he only thinks of wealth and 
comfort and this life and fails to make provision 
for his future while in this life, and, second, that 
he fails to alleviate the want of the poor man at 
his door. Both were great sins, but in neither is 
there even a remote attack on the right of private 
property. In fact, the latter precisely assumes it. 
(Luke 16:19-31.) 


The story of the rich young ruler, contrary to 
much thoughtless quoting, is no scriptural en- 
couragement for a collectivist regime. When he is 
told to sell all that he had and give to the poor, 
he is charged to do so not because that was the 
only economy which our Lord approved, but be- 
cause this was in his particular case the only 
radical cure for the evil of having set his heart 
upon riches. This is clear from the explanation 
which the Lord Himself offers (Mark 10:17-25). 
This also explains why our Lord did not make it 
a demand on all His followers to surrender what 
they had. That Jesus recognizes the right of private 
property in His dealings with this rich young ruler 
is clear from the fact that He enjoins him to sell 
what he has. 

* * * 

It would not be difficult to multiply passages, 
both from the gospels and from the epistles con- 
firming this point. But how about the community 
of goods practiced in the early Jerusalem church? 
Was not property in this earliest of Christian com- 
munities communal rather than private? Is not this 
early Christian practice a severe blow to the 
right of private property? The answer is simple. 
It is nothing of the kind. Whatever form of com- 
munity of goods may have obtained in the early 
Jerusalem church, it aad nothing in common with 
economic communism, wh.ch is the denial of the 
right of private property and the compulsion for 
all to live in a colleetivist set-up. That precisely 
these two elements are not found in the brother- 
hood of the early Jerusalem church is apparent 
from the following: 


1, Those who sold their possessions and brought 
the proceeds to the treasury of the church did so 
Voluntarily. It is done »ut of charity and generosity. 
At most it is a voluniary form of “community of 
goods” practised by a small group from charitable 
and, possibly, ascetic motives. This set-up has 
nothing in common with any form of Socialism or 
ommunism as practiced or proposed in our mod- 
ém day, with compulsion and expropriation as 
essential elements. That this was a voluntary af- 
fair in the Jerusalen church is clear, for one 
thing, from the fact shat it was not practiced in 
the other early churcles. It had at no time been 
made a requirement of following Christ, neither 
by Him nor by His ipostles. Hence also one of 
the donors is mentimed by name (Acts 5:36), 
Which would make no sense if it were a universal 
Practice in the Jerusdem church. 


2. That the right of private ownership was 
fully recognized even in the Jerusalem church is 
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clear from the statement which Peter makes in 
rebuking Ananias and Sapphira. Said he: “While 
it remained, did it not remain thine own? and after 
it was sold, was it not in thy power? How is it that 
thou hast conceived this thing in thy heart? thou 
hast not lied unto men, but unto God.” (Acts 5:4) 
From this and from the context it is abundantly 
clear that Peter rebukes Ananias, and that the 
latter is punished, not for any failure to surrender 
property, but for the sin of lying. The very words 
of Peter affirm the right of Ananias to keep what 
was his own. 


What then do we have in this interesting account 
of the early Jerusalem church? A purely volun- 
tary sharing on the part of the rich of their pos- 
sessions with the poor, through the channel of the 
church treasury, so that their want might be al- 
leviated. It was motivated partly by asceticism, 
partly by generosity, and as such it has been 
practiced again and again in later Christian com- 
munities. Usually it can succeed only, if it does 
succeed at all, in small communities of adherents 
of the same faith. When it is so practiced volun- 
tarily by a group of believers, no one can register 
any objection against it on principle. And that for 


9 Cf. Hastings Encyclopedia of Religion and 
Ethics, Vol. XII, pp. 722-723. 





Page 10 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Apr. 1, 1949 





the simple reason that it does not do violence 
to the right of private property and does not in 
such cases impose itself upon human society, as a 
socialistic or communistic order in any nation 
must and does do.1° 


In this light also the numerous religious com- 
munistic ventures throughout the ages must be 
viewed. Their prevalence proves nothing for the 
issue before us. If these ventures demonstrate 
anything at all for our subject, it would be their 
utier impracticability and the inevitability of 
their ultimate collapse.1 


In the face of this evidence the right of pri- 
vate property, which is the chief pillar support.ng 
the system of free enterprise, must be held to be 
indisputably biblical and Christian, and the attack 


——- 
——— 


upon it as anti-Christian is wholly unwarranted, 
(The article is the first of two instalments, The 
second is to follow in next issue.—Editor.) 


10 On the community of goods in the early Jery. 
salem church, see the following: Internationa] 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. II, pp. 690-69}. 
Hastings Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels, 
Vol. Il, pp. 429-431; Hastings Encyclopedia of 
Religion and Ethics, Vol, III, p. 777; A. C. Me. 
Giffert, The Apostolic Age, pp. 66-67; R. J. Know. 
ling, Expositor’s Greek Testament, Vol. II, pp, 
100-102; H. J. Flowers, The Permanent Value of 
the Ten Commandments, pp. 242-243; Emil Brun. 
ner, Justice and the Social Order, pp. 60 and 183. 

11 See the informative article on “Communistic 
Societies of America” in Hastings Encyclopedia of 
Religion and Ethics, Vol. III, pp. 780-787. 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur ... Georgia 


Q. What is God? 


A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and un- 
changeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, 
justice, goodness, and truth. 


When the Westminster Assembly came to this 
question they did not know how to answer it, 
but called on one of their ministers to pray for 
guidance. Young George Gillespie addressed God 
and described Him in words of this answer, The 
brethern dec.ded that the opening words of his 
prayer were the answer to this prayer. These 
words came to Gillespie’s lips because he was a 
diligent student of the Bible. They are a fine sum- 
mary of the truth of God as He has revealed Him- 
self in His Word. The opening phrase is the reply 
our Lord Jesus made to the woman of Samaria 
when she asked which was the more sacred place 
Gerizim or Jerusalem. “God is a Spirit,” said 
Jesus, “and they that worship Him must wor- 
ship Him in Spirit and in truth.’’ God is a Spirit 
not a body with different parts. 


Then in distinction from other spirits God is 
infinite, without any limit of space; He is eternal, 
without beginning or ending or limit of time; 
He is unchangeable, dependable, subject to none 
of the uncertainties and inconsistencies which be- 
long to us. When their loved ones were far away 
in dangerous battles many parents found help in 
the assurance that “If I take the wings of the 
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, even there shall Thy hand lead me and Thy 
right hand uphold me.’”’ When a son was reported 
missing and presumably dead in France his father, 
a Presbyterian elder, stayed his heart on the words 
of Jeremiah 23:23-24—until God gave him back 
his son alive—freed from a prison camp. 


These distinctions of God apply to His being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and 
truth. God is the only true BEING, that is He 
exists of Himself and everyone else gets his 
being from God. In God’s being there are the same 
virtues that we admire in men, only in God they 
are in perfect or full measure without any limit. 
And God always acts according to every one of 
His virtues. He exercises His Power in ways that 


are wise and good and just and holy. In our child’s 
catechism we had the question, Can God do all 
things? It was excellently answered in these words: 
“God can do all His holy will.” 


Wisdom is more than mere knowledge, it is 
intelligence that sees and directs all to great 
and gracious ends. Holiness is separation from 
evil, opposition to sin, wholeness, wholesomeness. 
The Psalmist speaks on God’s saving health. Justice 
means treating everyone right—rewarding the good 
and punishing the evil, God is a just God even 
when He forgives sin. Because God the Son, ow 
Saviour, has suffered the punishments that sin 
deserved. He gave Himself for us that He might 
justly forgive us. In His goodness God is kind to all 
His creatures, seeking their good even when they 
are opposing Him. God is merciful to the u- 
merciful, loving to those who hate Him, gracious 
and forgiving to sinners. His faithfulness of His 
truth endureth to all generetions. And that truth 
is living, active, personal, for the Lord Jesus said: 
“T am the Truth.” 


Q. Are there more Gods than one? 


A. There is but one only, the living and true 
God. 


Professor Hengstenberg »f Bonn was such 4 
brilliant scholar that he had calls to several other 
universities, but such an unbeliever that he left 
a statement of his infidel principles at Bonn. But 
God touched his heart in a Moravian service and 
he was led by the simple study of the Bible to 
a firm faith in God. And 50, in his first lecture 
as Professor of Oriental Languages at Berlin he 
said: “It matters not wheth:r we make a god out 
of stone or out of our own understanding, it 
still a false god; there is bit one living God, the 
God of the Bible.” 


“In the beginning God”’—that is the way the 
Bible begins. At first ther: was only one being 
God and everything else his been made by Him. 
God is the living God, that is He has life in and 
of Himself. God exists of Himself and He givé 
life to everything else. How appropriately, there- 
fore He calls Himself the Living God. Our Lord 
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Jesus speaks of God as the living Father, Peter 
confesses the Saviour as the Son of the living God, 
Paul calls the Church the Church of the living God 
and believers the chi.dren of the living God, 


Christ also speaks of the Father as the true God 
and Paul commends the Thessalonians for turn- 
ing from idols to serve the living and true God. 
God is the real God as opposed to idols that men 
make, or gods that people make up out of their 
imagination. We must each one take care that we 
receive our ideas about God from His self-revela- 
tion—that is, from the Bible. My idea of God, 
your idea of God needs to be corrected by the 
Bible so that we may know and worship and en- 
joy the living and true God and not be satisfied 
with setting up a mere shadow god, a mere idol 
of someone’s fancy. 


Q. How many persons are there in the God- 
head? 


A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these 
three are one God, the same in substance, equal 
in power and glory. 


In the one only, living and true God there is first 
the Father who made us and all things and who 
when we sinned gave His only Son to be our 
Saviour. As we come to the Father in the Name 
of His Son Jesus Christ, He forgives our sins and 
receives us as His children. Second, there is the 
eternal Son who became also man for us and 


= — 





for our salvation, who was born of the Virgin 
Mary, who lived a perfect life, doing good, who 
died for our sins on the Cross, who rose for our 
forgiveness and who is now at the Father’s right 
hand praying for us. Third, there is God the Holy 
Spirit who takes the things of Christ and shows 
them to us, who brings Christ into our hearts, 
who sheds abroad the love of God in us and leads 
us to trust our loving heavenly Father. All the 
goodness that we have comes from Him. By the 
witness of God the Holy Spirit we know that God 
the Father is our Father on Account of the merits 
of God the Son (Jesus Christ). 


And so you see God is not just a lone and lone- 
some individual. Before God ever made the stars 
or the angels, there was a family of love in God 
Himself. The Father saw Himself in His image 
the Eternal Son, the Son rejoiced in the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit was the link of love in this 
holy fellowship. And it was to manifest this holy 
life of love and to draw others into its enjoyment 
that God made angels and men. We bow our knees 
unto the Father of whom every family in heaven 
and earth is named, And so the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father and the 
Fellowship of the Holy Spirit abides with us. 


Substance just means being. In His very BEING, 
God is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
“The father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are the 
same BEING. Or, “the Father is God, the Son is 
God, and the Holy Ghost is God, but these are 
not three gods, for God is one. 
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Lesson For April 17: The 
Future Life (Easter) 


Scripture: John 5:25-29; 14:1-4; I Corinthians 
15:1-8, 20:26; II Corinthians 4:16 - 5:10. Devo- 
tional Reading: Acts 2:22-32. 

“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
are witnesses.” The Old Testament is full of 
prophecy concerning the Messiah; His Birth; His 
Death; His Glorious Kingdom; and here in Peter’s 
sermon; the one thing emphasized—His Resur- 
rection from the dead. The Holy Spirit gave Peter 
and the other apostles an understanding of the 
scope and meaning of these Old Testament prophe- 
ties which they had not hitherto posssessed. 


So, in our Devotional Reading we have this 
lengthy quotation from Psalm 16 in which we 
have the prophetic role of David in foretelling 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. God, through 
David, promises that He would raise up Christ 
to sit upon His throne. “Therefore let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” Thus Peter concludes his Pentecostal ser- 
mon. From that time on the death and resurrec- 
ton of Jesus Christ became the central themes 
of the preaching of the New Testament Church. 

Let us keep in mind that we are considering 
hot merely “The Future Life’? but the Resurrec- 
tion of the Body. So often at Easter we hear elo- 
quent sermons on “Immortality,’”’ while the real 
message of Easter—The Resurrection of the Body 


—is not stressed, or sometimes, even mentioned. 


I. Life is in Christ: John 5:25-29. In these verses 
Jesus describes two kinds of “Quickening’”’: (1) 
in 21-25, “the raising and quickening of the 
spiritually dead’; and, (2) in 28-29 the Resurrec- 
tion of the body. (See Lenski’s splendid “Inter- 
pretation of John.” Our quotations are from this 
book). In Verse 21 Jesus says that He, makes this 
declaration and promise; “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that heareth My words, and believeth 
on him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation (judgment) but 
is passed from death unto life.” In Verses 26-27 
He shows why He can make such a declaration and 
keep such a promise. He has life in Himself and 
the authority to execute judgment. 


In Verse 25 we have another astounding state- 
ment introduced in the same _ solemn _ words, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is com- 
ing, and now is, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall 
live.” “The time referred to is that of the New 
Testament era, which, as Jesus speaks, still ‘is 
coming’, since the work of redemption is not yet 
complete and which yet ‘now is’, since Jesus is 
here and His saving Word at this very moment 
rings in men’s ears. It is thus impossible to refer 
these words to the last day and interpret them 
with reference to the resurrection at that day. 
The Jews to whom Jesus is speaking need not wait 
till a later time, the hour to escape from death 
is now right here.” This might be called ‘The 
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resurrection of the Soul,’ for unregenerate men 


are “dead in trespasses and sins”; or the “New 
Birth.” 


In Verses 28-29 we have the Resurrection of 
the body: “All who are in the graves shall hear 
His voice, and shall come forth” etc. “Note the 
important and decisive “All’’, and the attributive 
phrase, beyond question made such by the article, 
‘All in their tombs’, i.e., all the bodily dead. With 
intentional similarity to Verse 25 Jesus says that 
these too ‘shall hear His voice’, Jesus’ voice, that 
of God’s Son-and man’s son. Now the voice of 
grace sounds forth in Jesus’ Word; spiritually dead 
hear it and are made spiritually alive. Then the 
voice of omnipotence will sound in the last trump, 
and all the bodily dead shall hear it, for that 
voice comes with resistless power, ‘and shall come 
out’ of their graves, raised, all of them, from bodily 
death, their bodies once more being joined to 
their souls.” 


Here, then, are two of the most glorious facts 
of our glorious gospel: (1) That souls, dead in 
sin, are raised to life here and now, by hearing 
and believing the voice of Jesus, just as the dis- 
ciples heard and believed and followed, (2) That 
our bodies, still united to Christ, whether living 
or in the grave, will be changed and made like 
His glorious body. 


Life, then, is in Christ: he that hath the Son 
hath life, and he that hath not the Son of God, 
hath not life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
him. Does not this make thé case of the unbelieving 
Jew as hopeless as the rankest heathen? 


II. Jesus Christ is the only Way to the Father’s 
House: John 14:1-4. To have an entrance into the 
Father’s House we are not only to believe in God, 
but also “believe in Me.” Here is the cure for 
troubled hearts. There is plenty of room in that 
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House; many mansions, or guest rooms, and these 
are being prepared for those who believe, Some try 
to tell us that heaven is not a place, but simply 
a condition of the soul: Jesus says it is a place, 
and He surely ought to know, for He came from 
heaven and has gone back to heaven. 


He is coming again to receive us unto Himself. 
The table will be filled with guests. 


When He said, “Whither I go ye know, and 
the way ye know,” Thomas said, “We know not 
whither ye go, and how shall we know the way”? 


Then we have Jesus’ answer: ‘I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by Me.” The “way” is not a path, but 
a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. As the children’s 
chorus puts it. “Jesus is the way, to my Father's 
House, Where there is Joy, Joy, Joy.” “Without 
the Way, there is no going; without the Truth, 
there is no knowing; without the Life, there is no 
living.” 

Do we always make this clear in our preach- 
ing? Christianity is an exclusive religion, for it 
shuts all doors but one. Is there not a tendency 
in some preaching to be very “broad-minded” and 
at least leave the impression that there are many 
‘“‘ways” into the kingdom of heaven: the Buddhist 
way, and the Mohammedan way, and the Jewish 
way? These men would say, perhaps, that Jesus 
is the best way, but not the only way. “Is this the 
best way to reach a certain town,” asked the 
traveler? “It is not only the best way, but the 
only way,” was the reply. There would be little 
or no meaning in the great missionary command 
of our Lord, if He were but one of many ways 
to reach our Father’s House. 


III. “He rose again the third day, according to 
the Scriptures”: I Corinthians 15:1-8, 20-26. Paul 
begins his masterly discussion of the Resurrection 
in this, chapter by stating the two foci of his 
gospel which he preached, by which we are saved: 
(1) Christ died for our sins, according to the 
Scriptures, and (2) He-rose again according to 
the Scriptures. Around these two points all his 
preaching was centered. The Resurrection puts the 
stamp of God’s approval and acceptance of His 
Atoning work as our Great High Priest. 


He is the First-fruits of those that sleep. There 
are two representative men in the Bible: Adam, 
and Christ. As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. The vital question for each of 
us is this; am I “in Adam,” or “In Christ’? 


The last great enemy to be destroyed is death. 
Christ has conquered this foe for us. Read: and 
meditate upon all of this marvellous chapter, until 
its teaching grips our very souls. “Believest thou 
this’? asked Jesus of Martha when He was telling 
her of the Resurrection. Do we really believe it? 


If so, we have a firm foundation, and a blessed 
Hope. 


IV. A House not made with Hands: II Corin- 
thians 4:16-5:10. “How are you this morning”? 
someone asked John Adams when he was over 
eighty years old. “I am all right,” he replied, “the 
house I am living in is about to fall to pieces, 
the roof leaks and the walls are shaky, but John 
Adams is all right.” 


The outward man is decaying; we can see and 
feel that this is all too true; the house we are 
living in is about worn out, but is the inward 
man being renewed day by day. As life advances, 
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afflictions increase, our aches and pains become 
more evident. 


God is getting ready to clothe us with our house 
from heaven. We only have to wait a little while 
in the grave. Paul in I Cor. 15:35-54 discusses 
the nature of this glorified body—our house from 
heaven. See Shorter Catechism Questions 37 and 
38. 





Lesson For April 24: The Disciplines 
Of Discipleship (Temperance) 


Scripture: Luke 12:16-21; 14:27-33. Devotional 
Reading: Mark 9:42-50. It is a terrible thing to 
eause a “‘little one,” (either a child, or a “babe in 
Christ”), to stumble. We who are strong ought 
to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not simply 
please ourselves. A man may say, whose business 
is it if I do such and such a thing: I get some 
pleasure out of it, and if I am hurting anyone, it 
is myself. To harm ourselves is, of course, a sin 
for we are the “temple of the Holy Spirit,” and 
to defile or hurt this “temple” is wrong, but our 
example and influence may hurt others, and they 
being weaker, may go on further in this same sin. 
Paul’s advice is splendid: it is good neither to eat 
flesh or drink wine or anything whereby our 
brother is offended. We usually recognize the 
application here to strong drink, and that is the 
outstanding curse of our nation, but should we not 
do some deep thinking and heart-searching in re- 
gard to some “minor matters,” if we may call 
them this, such as tobacco, moving pictures, card 
parties, dancing, indecent exposure at beaches and 
swimming pools, and in dress and fashions? God 
says very plainly to His children, Come out from 
among them and be separate. We are to be “in 
the world,” but “not of the world,” and we are 
to “love not the things of the world.” 


In our Devotional Reading the Master is giving 
some very solemn advice about this matter of 
“offences.’’ These words cut very deep, and I feel 
that I, for one, need to ponder them over and over. 
He says if hand or foot or eye offend, cut them 
off, pluck them out, rather than keep them and 
go to the place where the worm dieth not and the 
fire is not quenched. Many a man has gone to 
hell rather than give up some pet sin. Was not 
this the case with the rich young ruler? 


In this connection He says that whosoever shall 
offend, (cause to stumble) one of these little 
ones which believe in Me it were better for him 
that a mill stone were hanged about his neck, and 
he were cast into the sea. Will not much of our 
“juvenile delinquency” be blamed on the proper 
Persons in the day of judgment? 


We, as Christians, must needs think of others, 
especially those young in years, and young in the 
Christian life. Many drunkards have come from 
homes where the father and mother, perhaps, were 
never really drunk, but prided themselves on their 
ability to drink in moderation and be temperate. 
Their children, and other children, went on in 
this sin and became drunkards. 


“Salted with fire” and “salted with salt’: fire 
and salt are great purifiers. Would that all of us 
Were purified and preserved—kept from every 
form of evil, not merely for our own sake, but for 
the sake of those whom we love, for the sake 
of others! 
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One word of caution: in this, as in all other 
matters, we must be extremely careful not to try 
to get the splinter out of our brother’s eye, when 
we have a log in our own. Those other words of 
Christ come in at this point: Judge not, that ye be 
not judged. It is easy, Oh so easy, to become self- 
righteous, and feel, if not say, I am better than 
my brother; I do not use tobacco, or go to the 
movies, or dance, when we may have sins of 
heart and thought and acts, which are far worse 
in the sight of God than these. Let each of us be 
not too critical of our brother, and very critical 
of ourselves. Search me, O God, and try me, and 
see if there is any wicked way in me and lead me 
in the way everlasting! 


Our two selections for study have some valu- 


able lessons for us, if we are to be true disciples 
of Christ. 


I. Weighing the Value of earthly and heavenly 
treasure: Luke 12:16-21. “‘So is he that layeth up 
treasure in himself, and is not rich toward God. 
“Which is more valuable, earthly treasure, or 
heavenly; the world, or the soul; gold, or God? 


This parable, spoken in answer to the request 
of one of the company that He speak to his brother 
that he divide the inheritance with him is one 
of the most familiar of His stories. It is usually 
called “The Rich Fool”: it could be called, “The 
Foolish Farmer.” 


This rich man had been greatly blessed; his 
ground had brought forth plentifully. His first 
thought ought to have been one of gratitude to 
God, the Giver of all good things: his second, 
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how. can I use what He has given me for the 
glory of the One Who gave it. 


Notice the utter selfishness of the man: “I 
will say to my soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry.” His attitude was simply this; what is mine, 
is mine, and I am going to keep it and enjoy it. 
Is not this still the feeling of a great many 
people? “My soul,” “my goods,” not realizing 
that we are stewards, and that both our souls 
and our goods belong to Him Who gave them. 
How few recognize the truth that we are all 
stewards of the manifold grace of God! What have 
we that we did not receive? Where, then, is there 
room for boasting or selfishness? There is great 
room for gratitude, and a recognition of our re- 
sponsibility to God and our fellow men. 


The verdict of God is, “Thou fool’! There are 
several sorts of “‘fools’’ in the Bible: the atheistic 
fool, the fool who is wise in his own eyes, the 
fool who does not watch where he is going—and 
this man who put a higher value on “fruits” and 
“goods” than on his soul. Jesus states the truth 
in. another form when He says What shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul, or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul. How much, then, is a man better than 
a sheep! We are of more value than all the 
“things” we can ever possess. 


He went to God empty handed, for all his 
treasure was in this world, and we will go empty 
handed also, if we have no treasure laid up in 
heaven: we cannot take material wealth with us 
unless we have exchanged it for the currency of 
that “better country.” An old rich king gave 
orders that when he died his casket should be 
made so that his hands would show, so that all 
his people might see that he carried none of his 
wealth with him. 


How rich are we toward God? Are we building 
into our characters the gold and silver and precious 
stones, or are we building wood, hay, stubble? 
In our work are we spending all our time, thought, 
and energy accumulating the wealth of this world, 
or are we investing in souls? If God prospers us 
in material things we should be very grateful, so 
grateful that we will use our money for the glory 
of God and for the advancement of His King- 
dom. If we seek first His Kingdom and His right- 
eousness all these things will be added, for He 
knows that we have need of all these things. 


II. Counting the Cost: Luke 14:27-33. In the 26 
verse our Lord makes a statement which appears 
harsh and unreasonable, but we can see what He 
means, if we consider it. We are taught to love 
our fellow-men, even our enemies; to love and 
reverence our parents; to love our lives, in the 
sense that we take care of our health and well- 
being; to love our neighbors as ourselves. In the 
light of these expressed commands, we can see 
what He meant when He said, “If any man come 
to Me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and brethren and sisters, yea, 
and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.” 
Our love for Him must be so much greater than 
even these worthwhile loves, that we will be 
willing to turn our back on the dearest of them, if 
necessary, Many a missionary has done this very 
thing. “Wife,” said a recently converted man as 
they walked home from the meeting, “wife, you 
will have to take second place now.” “Yes, dear 
husband, and you, too,” she replied. We must 
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“bear our cross” and a cross is not a burden which 
is laid on us, but one which we ‘take up” for His 
sake. 


To illustrate His meaning He tells two short 
stories, or parables: the man intending to build 
a tower, and the king who was thinking of going 
to meet the eneiy. 


We must “count the cost’ of discipleship. It 
is easy to say, I will follow Thee whithersoever 
thou goest, but not so easy to follow when the 
way grows hard and dark and dreary. Are we 
ready to say and mean, Forsaking all I follow 
Him: that is F-A-I-T-H. 


The only victorious life is the completely sur- 
rendered life: there must be no divided allegiance. 
Do not these illustrations send us to our knees 
praying for all the strength and resources of Him 
Who has called us? Without Him we can do noth 
ing; with Him we can do all things, 
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The Offices Of Elder And Deacon 


By Rev. W. C. Tenney 


Austin, Tex. 


Since the rotary system for the offices of 
Elder and Deacon is now being quite generally 
practiced, especially in the larger churches, under 
the law of the Church, Ministers and Churches 
might well take care that no unintentional harm 
come to those accepting the responsibility of office 
in the Church, and consequently to the Church 
itself. 


Contrary to the impression a great many Church 
members, and some officers, are getting from the 
way in which application of the rotary system is 
being made, it needs to be said in no uncertain 
terms, and made plain to both officers, and Church 
members, that when one is elected and ordained 
Elder or Deacon, whether installed or not in a 
local Church, as he is ordinarily, of course, he be- 
comes an Elder or Deacon for life unless he is 
given permission to demit office, or for cause is di- 
vested of office by a Church court. He should ac- 
cept office with a full knowledge and understand- 
ing that this is so, 


By virtue of ordination Elders and Deacons 
may function as such regardless of their active 
service in a local Church, when called upon by the 
Church in which he holds membership, or by the 
courts of the Church, either during the period of 
active service in a Church or after retirement 
under the rotary system. 


That is, an Elder, though his term of office in 
the local Church has expired, may very properly 
be invited to participate in sessional or Deacons’ 
meetings in an advisory capacity, not as a voting 
member; an Elder may be invited by the Minister 
to assist in the administration of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, or he may be especially commissioned to a 
particular service by his session or by the higher 
courts. 


Either Elder or Deacon, though retired in the 
local Church, may be able to serve on committees 
of the higher courts in their respective offices. 
They are not “out of office’ simply because 


they have retired from active service in the local 
Church. 


_ Because it is not sufficiently realized that this 
Is so, too many officers and members seem to 
think that when under the rotary system one is 
retired from service in his local session or dia- 
conate he is no longer an elder or deacon. He 
passes out of office with the honor due him. 


Because of misunderstanding as to this, there 
are instances when an officer, who has been 
faithful and useful, but is of sensitive nature, 
feels that his retirement was brought about be- 
cause he “was not wanted,” or that he would be 


re-elected if he were wanted, when such is not 
the case. 


_Anyone who is willing to accept the responsi- 
bilities of the office of Elder or Deacon should 
be made to feel that if he is in good standing 
at the expiration of his term of office, he can 
look forward to an “honorable retirement.” 


The very fact that he may expect this will be 
an incentive for him to give the best possible 
Service in office. At the time of retirement from 


active service in his Church his name should be 
placed upon the sessions roll of “honorably re- 
tired” officers. 


The names of Elders and Deacons transferring 
membership from one Church to another should be 
placed on the roll of retired officers in the Church 
to which they are transferred. 


This roll will furnish valuable reserve material 


upon which the congregation may draw if neces- 
sary. 


The point we make is that the offices of Elder 
and Deacon should be duly recognized as perma- 
nent offices in the Church, and that honor should 
be given to whom honor is due. The writer is 
familiar with the practice in a large fraternal or- 
ganization in which ordinarily the principal of- 
ficers are elected for a term of but one year. 
Any one who has been elected to the highest office 
esteems it a high honor as well as a responsi- 
bility. He looks forward with pride to becoming 
pastmaster in that organization when retired from 
office. 


Let every Church session see to it that the 
honor due them be accorded retiring Elders and 
Deacons, an honor which will be cherished by 
them and their families so long as they live. 
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The Two-edged Sword 


God’s word has two edges; it can cut back- 
stroke and fore-stroke: if it do thee no good, it will 
do thee hurt; it is the savor of life unto life to 
those that receive it, but of death unto death to 
them that refuse it. —John Bunyan. 
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Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For April 


April 17: If Men Had One Wish 
Call to Worship: Job 14:14; 19:25-26; Psalm 
31:1-3. 
Opening Hymn: ‘‘Crown Him With Many Crowns.” 


The Scripture Lesson: Matthew 28:1-8. 
Hymn: “He Lives, He Lives.” 
Prayer. 

Leader’s Introduction 


In every part of the world in every period of 
history every man who has ever lived has had to 
die. And almost as wide spread as death has been 
the desire of man to live beyond the grave. Judging 
by the ideas in all the religions of the world we 
can say that if man had one wish that could be 
granted that wish would be to live beyond the grave. 

Tonight we are celebrating again the Easter sea- 
son, and at this season of the year we come again 
to the age old question “If a man die shall he live 
again?” If we have the true answer in the Chris- 
tian faith then we have something that all the 
world wants and must have. Let us again seek to 
answer that question from the Word of God. 


Talk No. 1 


Life Beyond The Grave Is Possible 

When the great Apostle Paul stood to defend 
himself before King Agrippa he asked this ques- 
tion, “Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you, that God should raise the dead?” (Acts 
26:1-8). Men today tell us that we can not believe 
that men shall be raised from the dead because 
it is contrary to natural law, unknown in human 
experience, and impossible by forces in the uni- 
verse. If law and experiences were all the power 
in the universe that might be true. But God is 
the Creator in the universe who is working out His 
own purposes. If God be God, then the resurrection 
of the dead is possible. The same God who had 
the power to make the world and to place man 
in this world also has the power to bring man 
back to life again. It is not a question of whether 
the resurrection is possible, but rather it is a 
question of whether the Creator of the universe 
and man wishes to bring man back. 


Talk No. 2 


Life Beyond The Grave Is Probable 

When the people of Jesus’ day sought to debate 
the matter of the resurrection of the dead with 
Him He said, ‘‘God is not the God of the dead 
but of the living.”” (Matt, 22:31-32). The God who 
made the earth and man did not make man for 
death but for life. The God who made man with 
all His possibilities and with every need provided 
for realizing these possibilities, is not going to 
leave death as master over His creature. It is not 
only possible that the dead be raised, but it is 
probable that the dead will be raised because God 
is the God of life and death will not be allowed 
to rule over His creatures. 


Talk No. 3 


Life Beyond The Grave Is Proven 
The fact that the resurrection of the dead is 
possible because God is, and is probable because 
God is the God of the living, points us in the right 
direction; but the real ground and evidence for 
our faith rests in the fact that the resurrection 


of the dead has been proved and assured beyond 
the shadow of doubt by the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus from the dead. He died and arose again 
and showed Himself alive by “many infallible 
proofs.” (Acts 1:3). These proofs lie along many 
lines of evidence. 


The resurrection of Jesus Christ is proved by 
the person of Christ Himself. For centuries God 
prepared the world for the coming of Christ in 
a supernaturally unfolding message of prophecy, He 
came into the world by the womb of the Virgin, 
He lived a life that bore witness that He was 
more than a man, and He died a death that ful- 
filled in detail the divine forecast. In His char- 
acter we see the kind of character the universe 
must back if God is good and if God works for 
righteousness. If any man is to rise from the 
dead Jesus Christ is the one character of all 
h.story who would rise. 


The empty tomb is a proof of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion. Accurate history bears witness that the 
the body of Jesus went into the tomb and that 
on the third day the tomb was empty. Where did 
the body go? If His friends had stolen it they 
would never have died the martyr’s death for de- 
claring and refusing to recant that Christ was alive, 
when all along they knew He was dead. If His 
enemies had taken it they would have produced the 
body to kill the Christian movement in its infancy, 
rather they tried every other means possible, Only 
if Christ rose from that grave by supernatural 
power can all the facts be fitted in. 


The change in the disciples is proof that Christ 
rose from the dead. They fled from the cross in 
fear. A week later they returned to face the mobs 
of Jerusalem and fearlessly, at pain of death, de- 
clared that Christ rose from the dead and that they 
had seen Him. Only if they had truly seen Him 
can we explain how those who fled in fear were 
transformed into fearless men of faith. 


Talk No. 4 


Life Beyond The Grave Is Practical 
When we believe that Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead it becomes a very practical belief for us. 


In the first place, we know that Christ rose 
from the dead as the firstfruits of those that sleep. 
(I Cor. 15:20-22). First fruits was a harvest festival 
in Old Testament times that bore witness that be- 
cause the first grain had been gathered a full 
harvest would be sure to follow in its own time. 
Even so because Christ rose from the dead we 
know that in God’s own time all those who belong 
to Christ shall rise from the dead to be forever 
with the Lord. So you and I need not fear death 
if we truly trust the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and for everlasting life, be- 
cause He rose we too will rise. 


But we also see another aspect. Paul said, “I 
have been crucified with Christ, it is no longer | 
who live, but Christ liveth in me.” (Gal. 2:20). 
Because Christ lives He stands ready to come into 
the heart and life of every one of us who will 
open our heart’s door in faith, and after He 
comes in we have everlasting life and we no longer 
live life in our own strength and according to our 
own will, but we live in the strength of the living 
Christ and according to the will of the living 
Christ, In the present we have the power of an 
endless life. 
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ATTENTION!! 
What Have We Here? 


By L. Nelson Bell 


The Foreign Mission work of our Church has 
been ably directed and signally blessed, but, for 
some time it has been coming increasingly under 
fire by some who would “liberalize” its policies. 


The implications of the photographically re- 
produced letter and statement on Pages 16B, 16C 
and 16D are serious, Because of their gravity and 
the method being employed of secretly circular- 
izing a “select” group in our Church, we feel im- 
pelled to bring this into the open. 


Designed to “strengthen” our Foreign Mission 
work, this movement could eventuate into a com- 
plete change in the unique witness of our Church 
in its Foreign Mission endeavor. 


While beautifully worded, this statement clearly 
implies that our present toreign Mission policy is 
out of step with united Christian efforts around 
the world. No individual nor agency is infallible 
but we seriously question whether any Mission 
work holds a clearer testimony for the truth, or is 
more act.ve in leadership in world evangelism than 
that of our Church. United Churches and united 
missionary strategy have and do characterize our 
work. 


Our Executive Secretary, the present Moderator 
of our General Assembly, has been rightly described 
as “the ablest statesman in the field of Christian 
missions today.”’ Some do not care for his forth- 
right stand and his unequivocal adherence to es- 
tablished Christian truth as the basis and heart of 
the mission movement. 


This letter states: “Our Church’s Foreign Mis- 
sion policy greatly needs strengthening at the 
point of larger co-operation with our fellow- 
Christians.” 


We wonder if the writer of this letter knows 
that our Foreign Mission Committee is now co- 
operating with at least sixty-six* separate and dis- 
tinct interdenominational agencies. Co-operation 
has been our policy all through the years. Those 
responsible for our Foreign Mission work have al- 
Ways been ready to co-operate with others, but 
never to surrender basic principles of administra- 
tion and belief. 


Furthermore, the method used in this oblique 
criticism of an agency of our Church is question- 
able, to say the least. Without any supporting evi- 
dence the statement, “Our Church’s Foreign Mis- 
sion policy greatly needs strengthening at the 
Pont of larger co-operation with our fellow- 
Christians,” is made. The recipients of this letter 
are asked to sign their approval. When this is com- 
pleted it will undoubtedly be used to influence the 
thought of our Church. 


Certainly before such tactics were used those 
who are responsible for our Foreign Mission work 
should have been approached. Had this been done 
adequate explanation of present policies; explana- 


tions which would appeal to the Church as a whole 
as being eminently wise, would have been forth- 
coming. 


The promise to “loyally support” certain pro- 
posed institutions in the Far East will be more 
fitting when the wisdom of committing our Church 
to co-operation has been proven. At the present 
time these matters are under consideration and 
any delay in action is only to insure adequate pro- 
vision for a continued Christian emphasis in these 
institutions. To rush into participation without 
such safeguards would be a grave dereliction of 
duty, 


The Mission fields of the world; in fact the na- 
tions of the world, are strewn with colleges and 
universities founded by Christian men, with Chris- 
tian money and for the propagation of Christian 
truth, which have long since left their Christian 
witness and become secular and even pagan; all 
because proper safeguards for a continued Chris- 
tian testimony were not taken by their founders. 
The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions is 
seeking, often almost single-handed, to secure such 
safeguards for those new institutions it is proposed 
our Church shall share in and give her money for. 


The proposed Constitution of the Japan Chris- 
tian University Foundation is now under study 
and consideration by the Executive Committee, 
having only come to hand this month. 


Executive Committee action on the proposed 
East China Union University has been held in 
abeyance, first by the drafting of the constitution 
and now at the request of the China Mission, their 
action stating: “There is grave doubt in the minds 
of a number of our members regarding the advis- 
ability of our entering the University.” 


As to our participation in the proposed National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States, 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions has 
rightly demurred from entering an organization 
which, by its constitution could take the funda- 
mental administration and policies of our work out 
from the jurisdiction of our Church, making it sub- 
ject to a new group which could easily be made up 
of men whose primary interest and abilities are to 
be found in another field. 


Finally, we are convinced that some of the 
signers of this letter did not understand the under- 
lying motives and its implications. Also, many good 
people who receive this letter and statement will 
sign it thinking they are thereby giving support to 
our Foreign Mission program. 


We feel that the motive, the method of circular- 
ization and the ultimate objective of this letter and 
statement are unfortunate, to say the least; nor do 
they do credit to their originators, whether their 
names appear or otherwise. 


*This has been verified by the Nashville Office. 
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1 North 6th Street, 
Richmond 19, Va., 
March 18, 1949 
DEAR PRESBYTERIAN FRIEND: 

The accompanying statement is the result of the long and careful concern of a ions 
number of Presbyterian laymen and ministers, men and women, who feel that our ets 
chu~ch's Foreign Mission pelicy greatly needs strengthening at the point of a larger are 
cooperation with our fellow-Christians. The statement, you will observe, is drawn in pear 
Positive terms, with a wholehearted pledge of our own allegiance to a greater missione : 
ary advance than we have ever known, 

I have been asked to request that you join in issuing the statement by return- ote 
ing the enclosed card with your signature. ALSO, if you can do so without delay, you the | 
may wish to secure the name of some outstanding and widely-known layman (outside your “4 
own househeld) who would like to authorize the addition of his or her name too. sade 

It is our purpose, when the list has been completed, to present the statement _ 
to the Foreign Missions Committee and to release it to the church at large. pred 

Please caution anyone who joins with you in signing that he read the state- sias' 
ment carefully in order thé he may understand thoroughly the advances we are empha- 
sizing. We feel that it expresses the overwhelming sentiment of our church and we a 
are eager, therefore, to see our Foreign Missions policies brought more and more into sos 
line with these implications. ri h 

One more word. Please keep this in confidence until the statement is released. th 

Will you be so kind as to return the enclosed card with your signature TODAY? ot 

nent 
Faithfully yours, adiray A.  < 
foun 
AUBREY N. BROWN, who, in this case, is serve in f 
ing only as a secretary for what we feel sehe 
is a large company throughout our church, lish 
THE accompanying statement iw sent to you by the followings sie 
our 
Laymen Ministers she 
have 
D. MAURICE ALLAN, Hampden-Sydney, Va. HUNTER B, BLAKELY, Charlotte, N.C. Chr 
MRS. WARREN M. COX, Point Clear, Ala, FRANK H, CALDWELL, Louisville, 4y. 
MRS, CHAS. G. EIDSON, Waco, Texas CHARLES E. DIEHL, Memphis, Tenn, . 
RACHEL HENDERLITE, Richmond, Vas CHARLES L. KING, Houston, Texas pam 
MRS. CHAS. A. LOGAN, Lexington, Ky. B. Re LACY, dre, Richmond, Va. oa 
MRS. ALEXANDER MAITLAND, Richmond, Va. JOHN S. LAND, New Orleans, La. _— 
EVERETT L. REPASS, Salem, Va. CHARLES A. LOGAN, Lexington, Ky. 
MRS. DONALD W. RICHARDSON, Richmond, Va. RR. E. McALPINE, Arlington, Va. 
HENRY LOUIS SMITH, Greensboro, N. C, R. J. McMULLEN, New York and 
MRS. EDWIN STRAUSS, Malvern, Ark. ROBT. Le McLEOD, St. Joseph, Mo. ved 
HENRIETTA THOMPSON, Richmond, Va. J. Je MURRAY, Lexington, Va. 


IN 


MRS. C. C. TODD. Recky Mount, N. C. DONALD W. RICHARDSON, Richmond, Va. 





Will you add your name to this list by returning your card TODAY? 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


In the Light of the Presbyterian Doetrine of the Church 





A CALL TO ADVAICE IN FOREIGN MISSIONS 





NO CHALLENGE of ow church lies nearer to our hearts than that of foreign mise 
sionse No group of people throughout all the years have inspired our hopes and stim» 
ulated our zeal more than the missionaries of the Cross. The news of the advancing 
frontier has always nerved the home church and called it to match in saorifice and 
levoted witness that which has characterized our fellow-workers on the foreign field. 


In our own day the compulsion of a sustained Christian witness around the 
world makes unrelenting demands upon us, Shrinking distances and a more intimate 
mowledge between the nations draw us close to ow fellownen. We sre convinoed that 
the hope of our world lies in its more thorough-going commitment to Jesus Christ. We 
are sure: that cur task in world missions assumes greater significance than ever before. 


Ve, the undersigned, therefore, wish to renew cur pledge of loyalty to our 
church's foreign missionary undertaking, to the missionaries, and to the leaders of 
this basic enterprise. Yie likewise call upon all our people to join in a more enthue 
siastic and more intelligent support of this vital mission of the church. 


Ye are grateful to God for the doctrine of the Church which is a part of our 
Presbyterian heritage. In accordance with historic Presbyterianism, we, as a church, 
| recognize as one with us those who love the Lord Jesus Christ and who are committed 
to his service. We recognize as true ministers of the Gospel, the ordained ministers 
of other evangelical churches, We reccive ministers from these bodies and dismiss 
ours to them vith the utmost confidence. We see cur mombers go into other churches 
and we gladly receive members from othor evangelical bodies without requiring the 
appligation of any distinctively Presbyterian formula. Among Presbyterians the Saqra- 
nent of the Lord's Supper is open to all who love our Savior. 


Because of this Presbyterian doctrine of the Church, our missionaries have 
found it ensy to make common cause with representatives of other evangelical groups 
in fereign lands. In one place after another they have united their efforts in 
schools, colleges and theslogical seminaries. Ih others they have worked to estah- 
lish a single national church to which all participating denominations have given 
their energies and their complete devotion. In those times when we have been true te 
ow Presbyterian doctrine of the Church, we have experienced a thrill that comes from 
the recognized présence of the Spirit of “od. Though we lad our divisions at home, wo 
have rejeiced that we were supporting and presenting a united witness to the non- 
Christian world in foreign lands. 


Never has it seemed to us more important that we magnify the Presbyterian em- 
phasis upon this basis teaching. Therefore, it is our earnest prayer that as a churob. 
and as a great missionary society, we may claim the implications of this coctrine on 
every front today. 


We therefore pledge to our Assembly's Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
and to those charged with the administration and execution of this work, our unreser 
ved support of policies which will magnify this traditional emphasis of our church. 


TY PARTICULAR: 


1. We pledgo this committee our support as it seeks ways and means further to 
mite and coordinate our total foreign missions policies with other denominations, in 
(0-V-E-R) 
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order that a more far-reaching strategy may be devised and that our total resources 
may be more effectively invested in a truly world-wide undertaking. 


2. In the great ecumenical advance of our time, no Christian body fits more 
easily into this movement than does the Presbyterian. This, we believe, is because of 
our doctrine of the Church. We, therefore, encourage this committee of the Assembly 
as it takes the leadership in united efforts, working with other evangelical bodies 
in the cYosest possible understanding and harmony in the great missionary task, 


3. We pledge ourselves to support such activities as the East China Union 
University, the United Board for Christian Colleges in China, and the proposed Christ: 
ian university in Japan, and we encourage our Assembly's committee to give these ven. 
tures the benefit of its counsel, its financial support and its leadership. (In. this 
connection, we are net unmindful that the original idea for this tremendous undertak. 
irg in Japan arose within our ewn denomination and we are confident that our members 
2re eager for our church to be related to so great an effort in a vital way.) 


4. We pledge our support of such efforts as that of the new-forming National 
Council of Churcheg of Christ, with the possibility of further cerrelating the denome 
irations' scattered forces and resources for a moro effective use. We further wish 
that the foreign missions effort might bo made a central enterprise of. this venture 


in order that the Council may be constantly aware of a world mission and a world 
strategy. 


5. We encourage our committee in its every effort to work with other evangeli- 
cal bodies in the establishment of united churches and a united missionary strategy 
ard support in all lands, and wo would urge upon it, that, based upon our doctrine 


of the Church, it lead the way in every possible united effort, Especially doos this 
seem to us to be important now in Japan, 


6. As new missionaries are enlisted. trained and commissioned for service in 
our church, we pledge ourselves to uphold our foreign missions leaders as they point 
these young servants to, ani make than conscious of working in, the great eoumenical, 
or universel, Church of Jesus Christ. 


*” * ” 
In this day of totalitarian demnds upon men and nations, we recognize a highs 
er and more inclusive demand upen our lives and upon our church by the Gospel of our 


glorious God, We therefore, challongo others to join with us in a more cemplete and 
more inspiring dedication to this basic mission of the church. 


SIGNED: 
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Often at Easter men hear beautiful thoughts 
about immortality, the dead seeds coming to life 
in the blossoms of spring, and seem to feel that 
in the end all men will rise to live forever in 
heaven. But remember the words of Paul. “Christ 
in you, the hope of glory.” (Col. 1:27). Only as 
we have Christ in our hearts now and live with 
Him now, do we have any assurance that we shall 
live with Him hereafter. Christ in us now is our 
hope of heaven then. 


See how practical this doctrine is? Are we weak 
in the presence of sin? Christ in us is the power 
for victory. Are we concerned about our world and 
its behavior? Win them to Christ and He will work 
in them too. Are you standing in the presence of 
death? Christ alone is the victory over death. 
What is your responsibility to the world? All men 
are dead in sins and are dying without life and 
hope, take them Christ and you give them the 
answer to the one wish that every man has in 
his heart of hearts. 


Concluding Remarks By Leader 
Here then is what we have that no other religion 
in the world has—Christ Jesus who died for our 
sins and rose again. We have good news for the 
whole wide world, good news of resurrection, par- 
don and power. This is our most blessed hope and 
our most urgent responsibility. 


Closing Hymn: All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ 
Name.” 


Benediction. 


April 24: Five Jobs For Every Graduate 


Introduction 

The purpose of this program is to present to 
your group the necessity of proper preparation for 
the work of the Lord and to give your group a 
factual account of the work of our Assembly’s 
Training School and of our seminaries, In Pres- 
byterian Youth you will find these facts arranged 
and presented in a manner which can be used in 
your group. 

The topic “Five Jobs for Every Graduate” re- 
minds us that all too few of our young people 
are answering the call of God to full time King- 
dom service through the church, so that the calls 
for workers are so great that there are more than 
enough jobs available for all who do finish their 
preparation. 

_ We want to acquaint ourselves with our train- 
ing institutions and the facts about requirements 
for an entrance and courses, but first of all we 
must ever keep in mind that spiritual dealing with 
God that must prepare the way before we are 
ready to enter any such institution. Let us then 
turn to the Word of God and see something of 
that preparation. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 


Leader’s Introduction 

_About eighty years after Zerubbabel had led the 
first Jewish captives out of Babylon and back to 
their native Palestine there was a need for a pre- 
pared man to take more Jews back to complete 
| the work that had been started. There were many 
Jews who would have liked to have been chosen to 
lead a group in such an important work, but there 
' Was one found who was a “ready scribe.” This 
ready scribe, Ezra, was ready in the hour of great 
need because he had the proper preparation and 
the proper qualifications. It is still the same today. 
od uses the man who is ready by preparation 
and by qualifications, and we become ready and 
qualified in the same way that Ezra did. Let us 
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look to the life of Ezra and see how he became 
ready. 
Speaker No. 1 
Ezra’s Preparation (Read Ezra 7:10) 

Long years before Ezra had any idea that God 
would need a man to lead His people back to 
Palestine he had made a definite decision in his 
own heart. He had set his heart to seek the law of 
God and obey it. This called for a discipline of day 
by day Bible study and application to personal 
life. This he did day by day, all the time having 
deep in his heart the desire to some day teach 
this law in Israel. 


You and I must day by day set our hearts upon 
the Word of God in a real discipline of study and 
earnest effort to apply that Word to all of life. 
If we faithfully do this with a deep desire to 
become leaders and teachers in God’s church we 
shall be ready in that time when God needs us and 
calls us to step out for Him. If we do not love 
His Word and study it day by day now, then we 
will not be ready for service in the hour of op- 
portunity, 

Speaker No. 2 
His Qualifications 

Ezra’s discipline of Bible study and service was 
blessed of God and made him ready for service 
because Ezra had three definite qualifications that 
we all must have. 

First he was chosen by God. (Read Ezra 7:6). 
We read that the king recognized that the hand 
of the Lord God was upon him. Those who lead 
the people of God are those whose spirits God 
has touched and called into His service, and when 
one has the inner conviction that God has touched 
his spirit and called him to service that call will 
be recognized by people without as he takes his 
stand for God. 


Second, he was commissioned by God. (Read Ezra 
7:25). When Ezra set out God gave him a message 
to give to the people and specific instructions con- 
cerning how the message was to be given and the 
people governed. Those who name the name of 
Jesus Christ have been commissioned in general 
to go into all the world and preach the Gospel, 
and to those who answer His call personally He 
gives definite and specific instructions concerning 
the place and manner of their labors. 


Third, he was consecrated to God. (Read 8:21- 
22; 9:2-3). When Ezra started out he was de- 
pending wholly upon God so that he was ashamed 
to ask help from those who did not know God. 
We, too, who follow Christ must place our faith 
wholly in Christ and depend on Him alone to meet 
our needs and give us power. All too often we de- 
pend on influential people, bigness of organi- 
zation, or amount of money. But our faith must rest 
alone in Christ and we must be ashamed to do any- 
thing before the world that would indicate that 
we need other help than Christ. 


But for this way of faith to be effective we 
must be wholly devoted to the Lord and separate 
from all sin and all compromise. Ezra was deeply 
concerned when he heard that the holy people had 
mingled with the evil people of the land, We too 
must be so concerned that we separate from every 
sin and from every weight. 


Suggestions 


Follow the factual material in Presbyterian 
Youth, but center your consideration in this study 
of the character of Ezra. Not just anybody can 
go out and serve God, only those who are spiritu- 
ally ready and qualified. But any who will answer 
His call can become spiritually ready and qualified. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





Church Woman’s Calendar 
April 1949 


April 10: Christian Education Day. 

April 17 (Easter Day): Overseas Relief Day.’ 

April 24: Assembly’s Training School Day. 

Circle Program: Review of the Gospel by John. 
John 1:1B for study. 

Church Emphasis: Christian Education. 


General Program: The Household of Faith. Five 
minute message by Secretary of Christian Edu- 
cation. 


Presbyterial meetings during the month. 





A Paying Investment 


Isn’t it wonderful when you are far from home 
to enter a church and tho’ not knowing by name 
a single person there yet feel one with them. Isn’t 
this what Christ prayed for in the Seventeenth 
Chapter of John “that they may be one as we’’? It 
does not come unless we are agreed. 


For eight weeks we have worshipped in a small 
white church led by the young minister who knows 
the Lord in a personal way and who not only knows 
the Word but believes it with all his heart. He 
proclaims it humbly but clearly and _ without 
apologies. 


In this church so many things have been done 
in these weeks we have attended which appealed 
to us that I feel led to write about them. If ‘any 
one of them can be adopted into your Church it 
may mean a new growth, There is evidence here 
that this is their experience. 


We liked the very first part of the church service. 
Following the first song there is printed in the 
bulletin a prayer of confession. The pastor gives an 
invitation to all who realize they have sinned and 
who feel the need of cleansing and forgiveness to 
follow him in praying this prayer. After the con- 
fession we liked the way he gives assurance to those 
who prayed in quoting very clearly some of the 
precious promises which never change for the re- 
pentant soul. These verses of assurance gave us, a 
new lift. 


We liked the seriousness of the service when the 
newly elected elders, deacons and Sunday School 
teachers were challenged by him. He magnified their 
office with such feeling and force that we felt 
none of these could take their responsibility with- 
out a prayer and a purpose to do his or her best 
to fill this office for the glory of God. 


We liked the idea of the men of this Church 
under the pastor’s leadership visiting the Veteran’s 
Hospital every Tuesday night; the women of the 
church meeting one morning each week for prayer 
and a study in personal witnessing, and the class on 
Christian Doctrine each Thursday evening. 


' We liked the plan of the minister and elders 
which sends them out on Sunday afternoon to ad- 
minister the sacrament of Communion to those who 
are shut in. 








We liked the idea of his bringing the young 
people of the local university campus to the atten. 
tion of his congregation by letting them know he 
was contacting a group that week and asking for 
definite prayer. 


We liked most of all the quiet reverent and un. 
hurried way the minister read _ the Scriptures, 
having two separate selections. This reading gave 
us the impression that he considered it the most 
important part of the service and to be really the 
sword of the spirit. 


We were thrilled that this young man preached 
the Truth forcefully in love. He did not hesitate 
to mention sin and its consequences and to proclaim 
Salvation only through faith in Christ our Lord, 


We liked his searching questions concerning ow 
walk as Christians and assuring us if we love our 
Lord our walk would conform to His will. 


We liked the announcement that an outpost was 
being opened and he was preaching there each 
Sunday afternoon, though his own church was only 
eight months old. 


We were glad but not surprised to learn that 
the membership was being added to weekly and 
that two morning services each Lord’s day morning 
were held in order that all who wanted to might 
be able to worship here. Oneservice is at 8:30 and 
the second one at eleven with Sunday School in 
between, 


At the close of our stay we were glad to learn 
that one of our own Southern Presbyterian busi- 
nessmen had been responsible for this young man’s 
education. We found ourselves almost envying this 
layman of his investment which he had made in 
a young life and which is already paying big divi- 
dends eighteen hundred miles from the investor not 
only for the present but for eternity. 





An Open Letter 


Dear Friend: 


How busy the days are! This accelerated living 
has us in its grasp. The Bible says, “In quietness 
and in confidence shall be thy strength.” But 
where is the quietness? My days are rush, rush 
from one duty to another. All this activity fails 
to satisfy the way down deep inside of me but 
it does keep me so busy I can scarcely find time 
for anything else. I guess I can say, ‘‘My soul is 
athirst, longing for deeper things, more abiding 
things, yea, verily, that spiritual help and forti- 
— that comes through quietness and confi- 
ence.” 


This verse keeps running through my mind, “as 
the hart panteth after the water brook, so panteth 
my soul after Thee, O Lord.’ The animal knows 
to find the place where water is and then to 
drink freely, How stupid we mortals be! We have 
a longing for the Water that will satisfy our 
thirsting souls, yet we fail to go where that Water 
can be found. Jesus said, “If any man thirst, let 
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him come unto Me and drink.” It is not the fault 
-f our blessed Lord Jesus if we go through life 
athirst. He has made ample provision. The water 
supply is inexhaustible. We just don’t find the 
time, the energy, the desire that would make us 
take the time to stoop down and drink. He can 
satisfy, if we give Him a chance. Through Bible 
study, meditation, prayer, fellowship and service 
He meets our needs. Through them our glorious 
Saviour desires to build us up, renew us within, 
to satisfy our thirsty souls. 


I rejoice that our Presbyterian Women are 
urged to plan for and execute a Week of Spiritual 
Enrichment. “Take time to behold Him.” The re- 
sponsibilities ahead are great. Only as we feast on 
Him will we have the spiritual vitality to face 
them. 


Forgive me, if I seem to be preaching. I realize 
only too well the need in my life to “draw nigh 
to God’ and my heart yearns to see our Presby- 
terian Women truly come to the Fountain of Life, 
drink copiously and create such an appetite for 
that Water, that they will return often to drink 
deeply of Him. 


God bless you in your efforts for Him. 


Love, 
Katie Lee Monk, 
Seibring, Florida. 





BIRTHDAY OFFERING 


Further, in view of the strengthening of our 
missionary forces by the sending of additional 
personnel, the provision in the Birthday Offering 
for a new missionary residence at Fortaleza meets 
a most urgent and pressing need. 


Equally timely is the gift that is contemplated 
for the development of the youth work of the 
Brazilian Presbyterian Church. This movement 
which is developing so fruitfully under the ex- 
cellent leadership of Miss Billy Gamon, who serves 
as Director of Young People’s Work for the 
Brazilian Church, offers great hope for the train- 
ing of the Christian youth of Brazil for leader- 
ship in the generation immediately ahead. 


The Foreign Mission Committee would there- 
fore extend to all of the women of the Church 
a hearty “thank you” in anticipation of the un- 
told blessing that we believe will come to the 


work in Brazil through the Birthday Offering of 
1949. 


C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary, 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. 





The Board of Managers and officers of the 
American Bible Society were greatly delighted 
and encouraged by the assurance of a generous 
gift of $25,000.00 from the 1949 Birthday Gift 
of the Committee on Woman’s Work of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States. We want 
the women of the Church to know how sincerely 
we appreciate the personal effort and devotion 
which go into such an important undertaking. 


This statement of appreciation would be too 
iong if we tried to tell you how far-reaching this 
generous gift will be. The Bible is the oldest tool 
of the Christian Church and yet perpetually con- 
temporary. Someone recently said, “Without the 
Bible the preacher is an orphan.” And it might 
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The Church’s Ownership Of Montreat 


_ Because Presbyterian Churches and indi- 
vidual Presbyterians are interested in the per- 
manent improvements at Montreat, it is im- 
portant that there be no question as to the 
Church’s ownership and control. 

Special committees appointed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly in 1942 and again in 1947 made 
thorough studies of the charter and other 
legal provisions and reported unanimously 
that the Church’s ownership and control are 
definitely and satisfactorily established. 

The plan under which Montreat is held 
grows out of the fact that the property was 
originally secured and developed by a group 
of individuals who had the vision of what such 
a center might mean to the Church’s work. All 
but a few shares of the Montreat stock have 
been contributed by the original investors 
and are held under a declaration of trust es- 
tablished by the State of North Carolina. The 
ownership and control which go with this 
stock are exercised by 50 “trustees of stock,” 
one named by each of sixteen Synods and the 
rest by the General Assembly. 

These trustees meet regularly, with travel 
expense to meetings paid. They represent all 
areas of the Church and are fully informed 
and active in Montreat’s affairs. They elect, 
annually, the directors. 

The Assembly’s special committees advised 
against any attempt to change the present 
plan. The Montreat charter includes special 
powers and privileges which the State no 
longer grants and which would be lost if the 
legal basis were disturbed. 


Montreat Day — May 22, 1949 


Pee 





be added that without the Bible the Christian is 
an illiterate and unstable witness for Christ. 


In scores of languages your generous gift will 
reach thousands of Christians throughout the 
world. It will gird the preacher in many lands and 
languages and make him a persuasive evangel, and 
it will help to make stalwarts of the members of 
the churches in all the continents and the islands 
of the seven seas. 


Again many thanks for your generosity. May 
the thought of the wide field to be covered give 
you satisfaction in your endeavors and in your 
sacrifices. 

The American Bible Society, 
By Frank H. Mann, General Secretary. 





As Moderator of the (Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil, I accept the gift of $10,000 for O Puritano, 
voted by the Woman’s Advisory Committee at its 
1948 meeting to be included in the 1949 Birth- 
day Objective. 


I am hereby sending my hearty thanks to the 
women of our Mother-Church who are enjoying 
the privilege of sharing with us in the publication 
of our official newspaper, which is now taking on 
the campaign of the Brazilian Presbyterian Cen- 
tenary to be celebrated in 1959. 


Again I say “thank you,” and may the Lord 
bless you all and your precious gift, as well as 
its use in Brazil. 

Natanael Cortes, Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil. 
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“O Puritano - Our Generous Helper” 


(Note: O Puritano, official organ of the Presby- 
terian Church in Brazil, is one of the objectives of 
the 1949 Birthday Gift of the Women of the 
Church, Presbyterian Church in the United 
States.) 


“|... O Puritano came into being through the 
dynamic enthusiasm of the late Rev. Alvaro Reis. 
After his decease, the paper flourished for many 
years under the direction of the Rev. Galdino Me- 
reira, and today has as its editor the Rev, Julio 
Nogueira. During all the years of its history, it has 
se1.°d as the voice of our Church in Brazil and has 
exercised a valuable and constructive ministry. In 
addition to its evangelistic message, it has Biblical 
teaching for believers, as well as comfort tor those 
who are sad, and enlightenment for the ignorant. 
It has always co-operated sympathetically with the 
work of our Women’s Societies, and we gladly 
testify that the paper is our generous helper... ” 


—From the Women’s Society of the Presbyterian 
Church at Silva Jardim, Rio de Janeiro. 





A Vital Organ Of Presbyterianism In Brazil 
By Amelia Kerr Nogneira* 


The life of our church newspaper, O Puritano 
(The Puritan), is interwoven with that of the Pres- 
byterian Church in Brazil. Having been first issued 
in 1889—eight years before the Brazilian Presby- 
terian Church became independent—it has extended 


its action into all the fields of activity of the 
Church. 


As a great evangelist it has carried the precious 
seed to every part of the country. It has been a 
conservative organ and has proved itself to be a 
fruitful defender of our Orthodoxy. 


Through O Puritano the different sections of our 
church work have become known and the various 
regions of the country have become acquainted 
with one another. So, O Puritano has promoted the 
unity of the Presbyterian Church in Brazil. 


If in its early stage O Puritano has been useful 
to the Church, we hope that once we raise it to the 
position it deserves it will become a vigorous pro- 
peller of Brazilian Presbyterianism which is one of 
the most successful results of the work of American 
Missions in Brazil. 


If you will kindly help us to strengthen 
O Puritano you will be helping us to consolidate the 
Brazilian Presbyterian Church and, therefore, to 
amplify God’s Kingdom all over the world. 


*A very distinguished teacher in Brazil, wife of 
a Presbyterian minister,: active worker, and a 
writer of textbooks for students studying English. 
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“Ye Are My Witnesses” aia 
$ 
As we approach a new Church year, I would consul 
like to suggest that each one of us take to oy operat 
heart the words that God spoke to Israel by way eyes,— 
of Isaiah, for I believe that God is saying those The 
same words to us today. “Ye are my Witnesses, | 
saith the Lord, and My servant whom I have pF 
chosen. That ye may know and believe Me, and Uh on 
understand that I am God.” tay bi 
There is no need for us to turn aside and say, @ ™@". 
“He doesn’t mean me, I have no special gifts, no bless! 
power to move or change the world.” But, He thee.” 
is speaking to you and to me when He says, “Ye the s 
are My witnesses.” It scarcely seems possible, yet Wi 
you remember history turned once on a tax col. count 
1ector, a few fishermen and a tent maker who the 
understood God meant what He said for them, the 
What they did by way of witnessing was not done abset 
cheaply. “They shall put you out of the Syna. invol 
gogues,” Jesus told them. And it happened that woul 
way. Nevertheless, they flung their faith upon the they 
world until in the end it reached “From Green. how 
land’s Icy Mountains to India’s Coral Strands.” sary- 
Now and then, I have the uneasy suspicion that ~ : 
some of us are trying to witness the easy way, with- b re 
out having known His reality. Most of us do not see _ 
burning bushes like Moses and God does not strike Ww 
us down as He did Paul on the Damascus road. peat 
More likely, we meet God in some ministry of kind- tithe 
ness and we go away knowing that “Inasmuch as ing 
ye did it unto one of the least of these’ it is brin 
done unto Him. Or perhaps, in some lonely vigil of 
beside a loved one who suffers, we come away to cept 
say with Jacob, ‘Surely God was in that place and Ent 
I knew it not.” It matters not how we come by nun 
our experience, the important thing is that we offe 
have it, for we have to know from deep and abid- to | 
ing personal experience before we are able to r 
witness with power. par 






We Christians are the Church, and the Greek 























































































































word that is translated “church” means “the called a 
apart.” We are supposed to be different, not in of 
sanctimonious piety but in creative goodness. We be 
are not saved to rest, we are saved to serve. an 
And so, during the year that lies ahead, let us be 
remember, daily, that we are His witnesses. We mu 
dare not bury our talent beneath the weight of our gel 
selfish concerns when God is depending on us. , 
Whatever we have, it is needed and it can be . 
multiplied by prayer and faith. a 
Lucile C. Litz (Mrs. A. Walter) of 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. me 
Chm. Committee on Woman’s Work, Ci 
ge 
ge 
For Such A Time As This en 
“For such a time as this,” flashed through the 
father’s mind as they gathered—the family called ar 
into special council to face the most urgent ques 
tion ever yet risen among them. 
The dear little baby, first grandchild “on both 
sides of the house,” suddenly had developed 4 
cloudiness in the corner of one eye. The visit to 
the doctor and immediately thereafter to the 
eye-specialist had brought an adverse report with 
recommendation of a famous specialist many miles ; 
away. The decision was quickly made and in the : 


shortest time possible, even though including hours 
of being grounded by low ceilings, fogs, and snow 
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storms, the mother and baby were in the city 
consulting the famous specialist. An immediate 
operation was imperative to save the sight of both 
eyes,—a costly thing, 


The father opened the Book as the last child 
took his place and in a voice deep and strong, 
read: from I Cor. 16:1-3 and Deut. 16:16-17, 
“Upon the first day of the week, let each of you 
lay by him in store, as he may prosper . . . Every 
man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of Jehovah the God which he hath given 
thee.” Mal. 3:10—“Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse’”—Ex. 35:5. 


With a prayer for guidance, he opened the 
council with a frank explanation of conditions, 
the urgency, the immediacy, the expensiveness, 
the need for cooperative planning to help the 
absent son and his wife meet the financial strain 
involved. They could pray—and that they had and 
would; they could lend moral support,—and that 
they could always be depended upon to do; but 
how could they give,—for that was most neces- 
sary—, and give enough to really help? Nor did 
he fail to remind them that the tithe required of 
them as Christians was for others and the dear 
baby was their very own. 


With quickened tones, a younger member re- 
peated one of their readings: “Bring ye all the 
tithes” and “Take ye from among you an offer- 
ing . . . Whoever is of a willing heart let him 
bring it.” (Ex. 25:5) and offered the suggestion 
of a family fund of ONE-TENTH PLUS—ac- 
cepting Him at His Word and abiding thereby. 
Enthusiastic support leaped to his suggestion; 
numerous other suggestions for its operation were 
offered, discussed, sifted; none was too small 
to be considered. 


After a lengthy discussion in which all freely 
participated, a plan emerged: a large and a 
small receptacle were to be placed conveniently 
in the center of the dining table, into the larger 
of which, in true Biblical fashion, the tenth would 
be dropped and into the smaller, “as much more,” 
as it was attained,—division to be made in family 
council at set times. The tithe in the larger would 
be used for the work of the Kingdom and the “as 
much more” for needs of others and such emer- 
gencies as this which had arisen. 


Interest mounted and was sustained. The fund 
grew. The young father and mother welcomed 
the timely financial assistance and the real joy 
of giving was experienced each time the family 
met to divide the tithe in the larger container 
among the Calls for Christ, as they called the 
Church Causes, or the fund in the smaller. To- 
gether they had stood to meet an emergency; to- 
gether they continued to stand to help Him in the 
emergencies occurring to His children everywhere. 


How does your family stand?—United in Stew- 
ardship and Service! 
—By A Mother. 





Assembly’s Committee On Evangelism 
E. C. Scott ... Treasurer 


1120 Liberty Bank Building 
Dallas (1) Texas 


Receipts: Apr. 1, 1947, to Mar. 1, 1948 $13,906.19 
Receipts: Apr. 1, 1948, to Mar. 1, 1949 17,485.76 


Increase for Eleven Months $ 3,579.57 


“Humanly Speaking” 
By Marion Wilcox* 


Mission Meeting 


November was a wonderful month for us. First 
came Mission meeting in Seechow, and the fact 
that there was a very real question as to whether 
we could have the meeting, made us appreciate 
it all the more. Several times during the meet- 
ing we didn’t know where the food for the next 
meal was coming from, because commodities simply 
were not being sold, but when the time came, 
there was always enough to eat and what a good 
time we did have together! Dr. Hugh Bradley 
added very much to the meeting by his messages 
and his counsel and we were very thankful that 
he was with us to help us decide the many policies 
that had to be decided and to interpret them to 
you as he goes back. As much work of the Mission 
has had to be closed for the present, we look 
back with special thanksgiving to the pessonal 
reports that were given of the work during that 
meeting and know that the Lord who had worked 
in such a marvelous way is still working. 


Conference For Wemen 


We got back to Kiangyin just in time to have 
a part in our fall Conference fer Christian women 
from all of our field. We hadn’t been able to have 
this conference for twelve years, because of our 
burned buildings. Last year’s Auxiliary Birthday 
Offering made possible two new buildings at the 
Bible School and if they have only made possible 
the Bible School this year, and this conference, 
they are entirely worth while. We believe we are 
going to have the use of them for many years, but 
should conditions not permit this, still we are 
very thankful for what the Lord has already done 
in them and we know they have been pleasing to 
Him. Another big Thank You for making the 
buildings possible! 


“Humanly Speaking” 


There was even more of a question as to wheth- 
er we could have the conference here than there 
had been about Mission meeting, because it in- 
volved a large number and because the responsi- 
bility for it was shared with fewer. I believe one 
item of expense will give you an idea of what we 
were facing as we decided to go on with the 
meeting, trusting our Father to provide for us. Of 
course in this section of the country rice is the 
principal item of diet and it is remarkable how 
much rice several hundred country women can eat 
in ten days. As we invited them to come on to 
the meeting, rice was $1.00 U. S. money per pound 
and you couldn’t even buy it for that! Humanly 
speaking, going on with the conference was pre- 
posterous, but again we proved that as Chris- 
tians we don’t have to “humanly speak.” The Lord 
provided everything we needed and all of the 
expenses were met locally! We asked the women 
to bring their board money in rice, rather than in 
money, because rice was just not on the market 
at any, price, and they cooperated in a fine way. 
Many of even the poorer ones brought just a little 
extra rice to help with other expenses and all of 
them came willing to do or do without anything in 
order to have the inspiration of the meeting. 
Local conditions in some of the country places 
kept many from coming who would otherwise have 


*Missionary in Kiangyin, China. 
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been here but more than 200 got here, and I 
believe that every single one was blessed and 
fitted in a special way for what lies ahead. 


A Ten Mile Walk 


I wish you could really know all of the women 
who-came up to the meeting and I wish I could 
help you to see them all as they listened together, 
prayed together, played together, and shared ex- 
periences togther. Those days were rich ones for 
all of us. I can’t share all of them with you, but I 
would like to tell of just two who came up from 
the country. From Tsiao Tien, the place where we 
refugeed for nineteen months during the war with 
Japan, came the sixty-nine year old mother of 
the little heathen priestess who was converted on 
her death bed, and who died such a radiant Chris- 
tian. Mrs. Kao, the mother, accepted the Lord 
about the same time her daughter did, and she 
‘has been a witnessing Christian for over a year 
now. She had never had an opportunity to come 
to a kind of meeting, however, and she was 
so determined to come to this one that she asked 
me to bring her rice and her bedding up on our 
boat some weeks before the meeting. On the day 
she was to have come, there was no boat from her 
place, and she waited until the next day. The next 
day the report was that there was still no boat. In 
telling about it afterwards, Mrs. Kao said, “I 
know the devil was just trying to keep me from 
coming, and I was determined not to let him win 
so I just started out and.walked!” And walk she 
did too, on her tiny little feet, for over ten miles. 
It was a joy to watch her during the meeting and 
talk with her about what it was all meaning to 
her. She grew more radiant from day to day and 
for her the crowning meeting was the last one 
where at the communion service she was received 
into the church. Her home town has no pastor and 
she was so eager to become a church member 
that she was received here. 


Mrs. “‘Mayor’”’ Ho 


Mrs. Ho is the other friend. Her husband’s 
home is Yang Soh, one of our country places, but 
she is such a gifted woman that she has spent 
most of her married life in other places taking 
her busy part in the life of her country. More 
than a year ago, she came to Yang Soh to rest, 
but found so much that needed to be done, she 
found rest impossible. The busier she was in the 
country, however, the stronger she seemed to 
become and the more she gained in favor with the 
really worth while people in the town. Finally the 
position of mayor became vacant and she told 
them she was willing to take the job because it 
so needed a Christian. To her surprise she was 
elected and Yang Soh has had an opportunity to 
see what a quiet little Christian woman can do 
in even a short time. The position hasn’t been an 
easy one nor have the results been obtained with- 
out opposition, but all through the country now 
Yang Soh is known to be a place without gambling; 
without opium smoking; without drinking. Even 
a short visit in the place makes you very conscious 
of the change not only morally, but also physically. 
In addition to her work as mayor, Mrs. Ho has 
also started a hospital for the poor people and 
has acted as its superintendent. When the school 
was closing because of graft, she took over the 
principalship of the school and cleansed up things 
there. On the last day of the conference, Mrs. Ho 
shared some of her experiences with us and we 
marveled at the way the Lord has led. For in- 





—— 


stance, when there was no money for the hospital, 
they cleaned out the well at the place that had 
formerly belonged to a pawn shop, and found jp 
it gold, silver, jade, brass, and other treasures, 
Her share of it was enough to meet the needs 
of the hospital. When the school just had to 
have some brick for flooring some new rooms 
they were repairing and no brick were available, 
they found that several feet under the playground 
was an old courtyard paved with just the brick 
needed. The school children dug up the brick and 
with their teachers did most of the work of 
putting in the new brick floors. As Mrs. Ho told 
how again and again the Lord met their special 
needs, we know that the day of miracles had not 
ended ... Through it all she is so humble and un- 
assuming and so very conscious that all is the 
Lord’s work. She plans to go into full time evan- 
gelistic work. 





A Program Of Progress 
In Africa 


By Rev. R. F. Cleveland“ 
Mission Meeting 


Lake Munkamba has been chosen by the Mission 
as the permanent place for our annual Mission 
meetings and the last two annual meetings have 
been held there. We all feel that this year’s annual 
meeting which has just closed, was one of the very 
best in the history of the Mission. There were 
fifty-five adults present besides’ the seventeen 
children. The entire first day was spent in prayer 
and spiritual fellowship. Dr. James A. Jones, pastor 
of the Myers Park Presbyterian Church, Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, and a member of our Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions, was present 
and his wonderful messages both morning and 
night of each day were most inspiring to us all. 
We have all returned to our stations feeling that 
we have received new spiritual strength to go for- 
ward for Christ in America. There were some major 
decisions made at the Mission meeting, and call 
for much faith on our part to: carry them out. 
Definite plans were made for the relocation of the 
Morrison Bible School, the same to be combined 
with a Normal School for the training of our 
teachers, evangelists, and native leaders of the 
native church. We also decided to establish three 
new Gospel Schools for the training of native 
evangelists to occupy the many villages asking for 
Christian instruction throughout our whole Mission 
territory. Each one of these Gospel Schools will 
take care of the needs of two or more of our 
Mission stations. 

New Policy 


The most far reaching decision made by the 
Mission was no doubt the decision to accept sub- 
sidies for our native schools. The long promised 
policy of equality in regard to the division of 
Government financial aid for educational work in 
the Belgian Congo has at last been realized. This 
welcome decision by the Government will change 
the whole educational program throughout the 
Mission. Congo Protestant Missions may hence- 
forth receive a share of Government aid in thelr 
schools which hitherto has been limited to Roman 
Catholic Missions. Furthermore, the financial aid 
is given without any restrictions as to Christial 


*Missionary in Lubondai, Africa. 
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teachings and Bible instruction in the schools. In 
other words, the Belgian Government is saying to 
us: “You supply the buildings and trained native 
teachers and we will pay for 50 to 90 per cent 
of the cost in buildings and salaries, and we will 
permit you to teach the Bible and carry on your 
religious instruction without restrictions.” This 
marks a new epoch in the history of Protestant 
Missions in the Congo and perhaps throughout 
the world! The Missions will of course be com- 
pelled to follow the official educational plan which 
has been worked out by the Government to meet 
the needs of the African people, but so long as we 
have the liberty of Bible and religious instruction 
in our school curriculum, we can well adjust our 
present courses to conform to those required by 
the Government. Your African Mission would have 
never entered into an agreement for accepting 
financial aid from the Government under any 
other condition. If for any reason in the future 
the Government sees fit to place restrictions upon 
Bible teaching or religious training, the Africa 
Mission will withdraw from Government financial 
aid. At the present time there are no Government 
operated free schools for the natives and all the 
money they have for the education of the natives 
is placed in the hands of the Missions, Protestant 
= —— except of course, a few professional 
schools. 


Program Of Progress 


Another interesting step taken by the Mission 
recently was the inauguration of a “Program of 
Progress” for five years. We are to begin at once 
and the Program is to include more or less the 
same features contained in your “Program of 
Progress” in the Homeland. We have set as goals 
the following for each year: An increase of 100 
trained outstation evangelists; the opening up of 
sixty outstations; an increase in soul-winning; in 
church gifts with special emphasis on the tithe; 
> an increase in church attendance and family 
altars. 


We Need More Missionaries 


Lumbala Nicolas was over here from Luluabourg 
for a week and visit and preached a wonderful 
sermon to us on Sunday. Also the evangelist, 
Tshisungu Daniel was here for about ten days and 
after preaching several nights in the local church, 
visited many of our surrounding outstations, hold- 
ing special evangelistic meetings at each place. 
There were around 9,000 who expressed a desire 
to accept Christ. But many of these will be lost 
to the work unless we can do much follow-up work. 
This we will be unable to do with our present 
limited missionary staff. It is is not difficult to 
Secure converts out here in Africa, but experience 
has taught us that it is not wise to rush these 
new babes in Christ into the Church without a 
period of Bible and Christian instruction. We need 
more missionaries to do intensive evangelistic 
work, The final words of Jesus to Peter were: 
“Feed My sheep.” That is the problem out here 
in this rich field of service. Without more mis- 
Slonaries, we cannot do the necessary follow-up 
work in “Teaching them to observe whatsoever 
I have told you.” 


_ We are grateful to the Lord for all these bless- 
ings and opportunities which confront your Africa 
Mission. This is our day of opportunity. As we 
listen to what is going on in China, Japan, and 
orea, we are doubly grateful for this land of 


peace and quiet where we can preach the Gospel 
message unmolested. May the Lord hasten the 
day when every country may enjoy the same privi- 
lege which we enjoy. But we need missionaries 
and more missionaries to properly do the tasks 
before us. “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
eater that He will send forth laborers into His 
arvest.” 





A Neglected Responsibility 
By Mrs. J. Marie Craig (R. E.) Hough 


_At this season, church officers are emphasizing 
finances: preparing the new budget, completing 
the old, and taking the “Every Member Canvas.” 
Receiving and spending the gifts of believers are 
heavy responsibilities which many execute lightly. 


Balancing the budget is the chief ambition of 
a group of deacons. Teaching church members to 
give to the Lord as an expression of love and grati- 
tude should be the goal of every officer. Today 
church officers are stressing giving as never be- 
fore, This fact and inflation have enlarged great- 
ly church budgets. The idea seems to be to get 
money. If the heart is won for Christ, money will 
flow into the treasury. 


There are four bases in general use in soliciting 
gifts for church causes: 


1. The motives that prompt some giving are the 
prick of conscience, demands of associates, assis- 
tance to a worthy cause—all based upon very low 
principles. 


2. Some give to escape income taxes, preferring 
to give to the church rather than the government. 


There is no worship connected with the above 
methods of giving. They suggest the offering of 
polluted bread to the Lord (Mal. 1:7). 


3. Tithing is an easy method of financing a 
church. God commanded the Jews to tithe (Mal. 
3:10). They were living under law, so were com- 
manded; the tithe was used for the support of 
the government and the religion for they formed 
one unit. As a reward for tithing the Jews were 
offered a material reward so great “that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.” 


4. The Christian living under grace is asked 
and encouraged to give as an act of worship, as the 
outflow of a heart of love and gratitude, for 
the support of the Lord’s work only, for church 
and state are now distinct and separate. Study I 
Cor. 9, and II Cor. 8 and 9 for the principles of 
Christian giving. The believer is first to give him- 
self to the Lord, then a proportion of his income 
as the Lord has prospered him, to give cheerfully, 
and upon the first day of the week. Christ 
gave His all to the believer: “For ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He 
was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that 
ye through His poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 
8:9). The emphasis for the reward to the Chris- 
tian for giving is on spiritual blessings rather than 
upon the material though the material is not ex- 
cluded. The poorest of God’s creatures needs gifts 
infinitely less than the giver needs the discipline 
of giving. 


As important as the matter of giving is, the 
question of spending the love gifts of the people 
to the Lord is equally important. How and for 
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what purposes shall these gifts be disbursed. Re- is the responsibility of decision. Mission 
ceiving is not the only responsibility of the dea- ' i letel he coulc 
cons, but it carries over into the expenditure. How _Sometimes church officials so completely lose heart, a 
much consideration are deacons giving to dis- sight of the real purpose and significance of the 
bursing the budget? Doubtless they mean well, but church that the financial phase of it becomes a Two ] 
often times items get into the budget without business in which such words as the following Jf jay aft 
proper study and they remain there indefinitely used freely indicate business rather than worship: in Soot 
because the old budget becomes a pattern for the allotment, quota, assignment, collection, debt, col. J ness an 
new. lection of debts, obligation, even bills are sent at into th 
definite periods. Giving under such conditions stood tl 
There are two ways of expending the church has become a matter of wordly business instead of he seen 
money: the Lord’s way and man’s. worship. Schemes are used; certain types of ex- blessing 
; penditures are kept hidden; members are “kept 
The mission of the church is the preaching of in the dark” and only “what is good for them The 
the gospel to lost souls and the developing of the is told to them.” vember 
spiritual life of believers, and the furtherance of very e€2 
things related thereto. For such causes only, should Think for a moment of The Program of Prog- only it 
the money of the church be spent. ress, Is it not true that much more pressure is beckon 
used to secure the financial goals than to seek breakfe 
Many items in the budget are much more in- converts? snatche 
clusive than are others. When the temptation is to It will not be amiss for the officers of every duffleb 


make the program and service of the church as hurch to re-study in the light of the Bibl two mi 
attractive: as possible, there is danger that the prmcenteig ee Nh: sige ong & © every 


, _ se i t at th inni 

local church may become the chief beneficiary of pth ae og Ge ee a © beginning of “Fra 
the gifts of her own members, or at least that she Why 1 
-‘may consume too large a proportion of her own — 
contributions. The excuse which is given fre- 66 : sre’? secon 

quently is that the church must attract people. But A Soldier On Service It _ 
attract to what? What will it profit a church to ‘ hear 

attract a crowd and neglect thereby her God-given By Rev. E. H. Hamilton Pp 
mission? A mere crowd does not indicate the L N b the Word HSUCHOW was “I mu 
spiritual, inward vitality of the church. The church asc agg eo na the American saees withou 
may give the outward appearance of growth yet with stories of the terrific fighting between the The 
inwardly be a dead church. The great Head of the Chinese Central Government armies, and the Reds. && payl | 
Church said as recorded in Rev. 3:17, in speaking But no newspaper carried the story of how a pees 
of His church in Laodicea “being rich, and in- Southern Presbyterian missionary, Frank A. = hi 
creased with goods, and have need of nothing; and Brown, Sr., hurried back to Hsuchow just before were 

knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, its fall, to be there to comfort the Chinese Chris- ast 

and poor, and blind, and naked.” It is better to tians and to bring relief to the suffering. it is 

help a small audience than to amuse a large one. 


‘ . — : k. 

: He isn’t any saint—in his own eyes. But he is a 

There has sprung up almost a multitude of an apostle—which is just a $64.00 ‘word for mis- me! 
causes calling for a portion of the money of the sionary—from his crown of snowy hair to the The 
church, some are wise and some unwise; some un- soles of his spacious shoes. I have watched Frank Yang’ 
questionably belong to the work of the church but Brown for twenty-five years—and all these years tale, 
some are questionable. Officers are obscessed with I have seen in him a restlessness caused by a fire “ATL 
the idea of making the church acceptable to the burning within him, a passion to make Christ let th 
ig ee ee “ — Ag ge known. “Into the regions beyond” have been his perfe 

o the will o od. is entirely possible for a travel order th , fore him. - 
church to be very busy with good works to the Se Senne ay Wate of FON ae Pairf 


neglect of the Lord’s work. In 1941 Frank Brown stayed on in Hsuchow hag 
(Suchowfu) until interned by the Japanese. In ’ 


1945, as soon as the road back was opened, the my 
work yet the money wasted was contributed for manager of our team in Nashville let Brown go 


holy uses; much that was given for the winning of to bat again for Christ in China, although he was on 
lost souls is spent for social and recreational 69 years of age. He did, and showed the world he vt 
purposes. Some churches are losing very rapidly still could wallop the ball like a man half his — 
the desire for the preaching and teaching of the years. These last three years he has carried as A 
Word. Their real need, as they see it, is for a heavy a load as any missionary on the field: “10; 


cook for the soup kitchen, an operator for the burdens of evangelism, relief, accounts, with multi- 


. . . . . . shing 
movie machine and a recreational director. tudinous interruptions. the 


the 





There is much waste and extravagance in church 


Christ visited the established place of worship He and his “wife came to Mission Meeting in 
of His time and found it to be, not a place of Soochow November 8, 1948, with heavy hearts. 
worship, but a den of thieves. Paul wrote (1 Cor. Within a few weeks he would be 72, and all the 
11:34), “And if any man hunger, let him eat at mission knew of his failing vision and his in- 
home; that ye come not together unto condemna- creasing deafness. How could he hope to be al- 
tion” The Corinthian church members were pur- lowed to enter the third year past retirement 
porting to be observing the Lord’s Supper, but in age? But within his heart the fire was burning 
reality they were making a feast for themselves. hot as ever, the same old passion to make Christ 
Can it be possible that churches today are de- known. Although many friends urged him to take 
ceiving themselves in thinking that they are serv- his wife and himself out of the chaos that was 
ing the Lord by making suppers and banquets China to America for well-earned retirement, the 
unto themselves? ‘‘My sheep look up and are not ee . 
fed.” Are church officers giving physical bread *Rev. E. H. Hamilton, evangelistic missionary In 
when they should be giving spiritual bread? Theirs Suchowfu, China. 
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Mission didn’t have the heart officially to tell him 
he could not return to Hsuchow. That gave him 
heart, and Christ gave him his marching orders. 


Two pictures I shall never forget, One was Sun- 
day afternoon, November 7th, at a little chapel 
in Soochow, when Frank Brown with earnest- 
ness and simplicity received our little son John 
into the full communion of the Church. As he 
stood there, his face radiant with a mystic light, 
he seemed to be the elder apostle of love himself 
blessing the lad. 


The other picture was Tuesday morning, No- 
vember 9th, as he left for Hsuchow. He was up 
very early, like a little boy to meet Santa Claus; 
only it was not Santa Claus, but Christ, who was 
beckoning him on. He would not even wait for 
breakfast—much as he enjoyed eating—but 
snatched a cup of coffee, piled his suitcase and 
dufflebag into a ricksha, and began walking the 
two miles to the railway station. 


“Frank,” I said, ‘‘why don’t you take it easy? 
Why not rest just one day after our strenuous 
mission meeting?”’ His pace slackened not for one 
second. ‘‘Wait a day? Why, every minute counts. 
It might be too late even now to get back.” “But I 
hear the railroad already is broken,” I continued, 
“Why not wait until you know the way is open?” 
“IT must go now—so far as I can,” he replied, 
without turning his head. 


Then he seemed not as John the aged, but as 
Paul on his way to Rome, still “called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ.” Perhaps as Frank Brown 
set his face to go to Hsuchow that day, there 
were ringing in his ears the words of Christ: “I 
must work the works of Him that sent me, while 
it is day: the night cometh when no man can 
work.” How I hated to have him go back without 
me! 


The next day he wrote from Pukow (across the 
Yangtse from Nanking) just before taking the 
train that he hoped would take him to Hsuchow: 
“All well, so far so good, I asked the Lord not to 
let the trip be too hard, and so far am having a 
perfectly lovely trip. Last night I spent at the 
Fairfields in Nanking. Best night I have had for 
a long time. How I enjoyed sleep! Am feeling 
fine, with a most comforting assurance that the 
Lord is with me, in spite of the cowardly fear 
that always lurks in my heart. But I sure do dread 
going to and being at Hsuchow.” (Strange words 
these, from a man who was moving heaven and 
earth to get to Hsuchow). 


A little later he continued the letter to his wife. 
‘10:30 A.M. All aboard. A lovely, warm sun- 
shiney morning like this makes me quite brave in 
the daytime—but you are always brave. I fear 
the winter for you.” 


Ordinarily Hsuchow is but ten hours from Pu- 
kow, but ten hours later found his train not even 
to Pengpu, the halfway town. Instead the train 
Stayed all night at a little station fifteen miles 
south of Pengpu. The next morning it went on to 
that city, but could go no further, as the line had 
been broken by Reds to the north. This did not 
phase the veteran soldier of Christ. He waited in 
Pengpu until the railroad was repaired, and then 
begged standing room on a crowded troop train. 
It took twenty hours to cover the 100 miles to 
Hsuchow. “It was one of the toughest rides I have 
ever had in China” spoke volumes. 
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What a welcome awaited the traveller at jour- 
ney’s end! “It was wonderful—the appreciation 
friends showed here, Wish I had time to tell you. 
Nothing like it in all the previous years,” he 
wrote; and added: “‘And don’t let anybody tell 
you there are few opportunities. Oh, so many 
people I can help, body, mind and spirit, if I have 
the time. I had the English service yesterday— 
put all I had into it: Psalm 91.” 


Four days later, as the fighting was drawing 
closer to Hsuchow, and the railroad was hope- 
lessly broken, he wrote to his wife: 


“Yesterday (Sunday, Nov. 14th) two planes 
came in quick succession to take us out, espe- 
cially the Catholics, who notified us. I just could 
not leave with so many urgent matters and 
people dependent on me. 


“Poor wounded soldiers are pouring into our 
high school. In case Ham or Frank, Jr. could get 
$3000 to $5000 G.Y., and $200 U.S. up by some 
military plane from Nanking, along with peni- 
cillin and antitetanus, it would be wonderful. 


“You were so brave and willing to let me come 
that I am proud of you, more than ever. There is 
so much to do, so many people to help, that I am 
a bit nervous over the way time gets by and so 
little done.” 


The next day, November 16th, he described in 
more detail the pitiful plight of the wounded: 


“Three hundred wounded soldiers are in our 
high school buildings. It is reported there are 
10,000 wounded in eight places in the city. They 
are in pitiful condition, almost no care. We are 
doing what we can. Our school girls are feeding 
the wounded who cannot help themselves. Three 
died last night. I wired Frank, Jr. yesterday: 
Need Penicillin Antitetanus and Money. Antite- 
tanus for wounded soldiers.” 


“Gunfire frequently heard here only a few 
miles away—both artillery and rifle. Some ad- 
vantage in being deaf! I think you had better go 
to the U.S. to avoid the winter cold, and I will 
follow as soon as I can. 


“Never in my life did our Chinese friends show 
as much appreciation of anything I have done 
as at this time returning. Sure warmed my heart. 


“IT am sure the Lord has much work for me 
here, comforting people, testifying, peaching, lead- 
ing chapel, testifying to the faithfulness of the 
Savicur. I am very happy in this service... 


“Today I am trying to visit the Prisoners of 
War Camp in the east suburb.. .” 


Two dayys later, November 18th, he wrote 
again to his wife: 


“. . . Oh, so glad I came. I feel sure that the 
dear Lord sent me, no matter what happens—a 
soldier on service you know. 


“There is some advantage in being deaf—can’t 
hear the guns. There is one thing that annoys me 
—the Walters beat me at Chinese checkers!” (The 
Walters were Rev. and Mrs. Deane C. Walter, of 
the Northern Presbyterian Mission, who had fled 
from the Communists at their station in southern 
Shantung only to be caught in Hsuchow). 


“Now I am .. . visiting the ten or more army 
hospitals in the city, and checking up on their 
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supplies, if I can get a military permit to use the 
car. 


“Will hold a service with Pastor Tai’s help at 
our compound, for the soldiers .. .” 


In the meantime in Soochow, . . . a letter was 
written to Madame Chiang Kai-shek in Nanking, 
telling her how Frank Brown had gone back to 
Hsuchow, and quoted his letter telling the pitiful 
condition of the wounded, Medicine and supplies 
a plenty soon were sent to Hsuchow. And almost 
simultaneously (whether there is any relationship 
with Frank Brown’s report I do not know) central 
government planes began air-lifting hundreds of 
wounded soldiers each day from the besieged city 
to Nanking. And in a broadcast to the nation, 
Madame Chiang spoke of the brave veteran Ameri- 
can missionary who had returned amid danger to 
serve in Hsuchow. 


The following Sunday, November 2I1st, Dr. 
Brown wrote to his wife: 


“How I long for a letter from you! It seems 
like months since we said goodbye that Tuesday 
morning of week before last . .. I so fear the 
winter’s cold for you... 


“Made progress today, by the help of God. I 
now have a certificate protecting our car, given 
by the highest general’s authority, and expect to 
use car in caring for wounded soldiers all over 
the city. Madam Chiang’s letter to me is proving 
a great help... 


“Had a service for soldiers in chapel of Wom- 
an’s Bible School this morning. Young girls sang. 
Pastor Tai spoke. A few officers came, but the 
privates were shy, This is the artillery unit some 
of whose men have robbed our pantry. 


“T am longing for you and for the U.S.A., but 
I want to finish my work here first, whatever 
that may be. F.” 


His last letter before Hsuchow fell to the Reds, 
was dated November 26th. He realized the serious- 
ness of conditions, as he wrote to his wife: 


“Wish I were a soldier with someone topside to 
tell me what to do, and where to go; but alas! 
I have no one but my conscience and longing for 
you, and they sort of pull different ways. I don’t 
want to appear to be heroic and all that sort of 
stuff. But God will guide... 


“Of course if the air field should be cut off 
before I can get these many things wound up, 
well that would be I suppose the Lord’s will for 
me. But I think I will get out. 


“This is such a poor note. How my heart aches 
for our friends here, and for you in uncertainty 
fOr Me... 


“‘Am having some great experiences in the sense 
of God’s nearness and guidance, and help in 
emergencies.” 


Three days later, his work at last accomplished, 
so he thought, he planned to take a plane out. 
He had previously made arrangements with an 
American pilot to take him and the Walters out. 
And to make sure they would not miss the plane 
they spent the night at the airfield in Dr. Brown’s 
Ford car. The next morning the plane came, but 
so near was the fighting with the Reds, it only 
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circled overhead, then turned to go back t 


News. th 
Shanghai, the plane that would have taken hin 


definitio: 















to his Charlotte, and secured their return together 9 15:1-4. | 
to the U.S.A., their “mission accomplished.” He was | 
“Of course, if the airfield should be cut off... Mildre 
that would be the Lord’s will for me.” Yes, the HM dren $a: 
dear Lord who had sent him was with him still, & divides i 
and He alone could turn bitter disappoingment jnty 
His appointment. As another soldier in distress 1. Me 
once put it, “Notwithstanding, the Lord stood with P ah ; 
me, and strengthened me.” [sala 
And there he is still, in Hsuchow, this stalwart ii — 
soldier of Christ, carrying on “that he may please oe 8 





Him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” And 
again we recall his own words: 





















































































































































3. Ac 
“Oh, so glad I came! I feel sure that the dear areaint 
Lord sent me, no matter what happens—a soldier sais 
on service, you know.” In ot 
. 1. B 
The Primary Purpose Of 2. B 
e 3. B 
Teaching Sunday School by hea 
By Rosa Bell Montgomery Or t 
Los Alamos, N. M. : ~ 
The primary purpose of teaching Sunday School ® sin. 
is to win the boys and girls to Jesus. It is not 3. R 
to train them to be religious. It is not to train ; 
them to be kind, or generous, or obedient. It is This 
to show them their need of Jesus and win them to & With it 
Him, and then to teach them how to live for Jesus J 'eache 
and establish them in the knowledge of the Bible. = 
The focal point of all history is Christ. All that —% otherw 
happened before He came into the world is labeled —& child « 
B. C. and all that has transpired since He came into H 
into the world is marked A. D. The focal point of @ he cai 
the entire Bible is also Christ. The Lord Jesus and ir 
Christ, the Son of God. Not Jesus the Teacher, not good 
Jesus the Friend, not Jesus the Example, but Jesus &§ “od, ; 
the Saviour. It is recorded in Matthew 1:21 that & first | 
before Jesus was born an angel said to Joseph in & Will g 
a dream, “And thou shalt call His name JESUS: 
for He shall save His people from their sins.” In Per 
Luke 19:10 Jesus Himself said, ‘“‘The Son of man is diffie 
come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Paul % % s 
says in I Timothy 1:15, “. . . Christ Jesus came stand 
into the world to save sinners.” And in Acts 4:12 dren 
Peter says of Jesus, “Neither is there salvation in God | 
any other: for there is none other name under Exe 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be Wise | 
saved.”’ 18:3) 
taugh 
Since this—Jesus the Saviour, the Christ of the 
Cross—is the focal point of the Scriptures, it should In 
also be the focal point of all our Sunday School count 
teaching. And it will be if we want to teach as eg 
Jesus taught, if we want to teach what He taught, of th 
for He Himself said, “Ye must be born again” mm 
(John 3:7), and, “He that believeth on the Son 00¢ 
hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the not | 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God § With 
abideth on him.” (John 3:36). Every individual and The 
nation at sometime comes face to face with the er 
Cross and what they decide there at Calvary de ie i 
termines their eternal destiny. Those who believe chile 
join the penitent thief in spending eternity with prone 
Jesus. Those who refuse the Christ of Calvary spend Lord 
eternity in hell with the unrepentent thief. fact 








Jesus the Saviour, then, is the Gospel; the Good 
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News. the Glad Tidings of Great Joy. For a Biblical 
jefinition of the Gospel turn to I Corinthians 
15:1-4. It is “that Christ died for our sins, that 
He was buried, and that He rose from the dead.” 


Mildred Morningstar in her book Reaching Chil- 
dren says, “This News of the way of Salvation 
divides itself into three parts: 


1. Man’s need—he is lost. Romans 3:10; 3:23; 
jsaiah 53:6; 64:6; Jeremiah 17:9. 


2, God’s provision—He sent His Son, Jesus, to 
die for lost mankind. I Corinthians 15:3; I Peter 
2:24; 3:18; Romans 5:6-8. 


3. Acceptance by faith for salvation—man must 
reeeive Christ’s work by faith in order to be saved. 
tevelation 3:20; John 1:12; 3:16; 3:18; 3:36. 


In other words, to be saved I must: 


1. Believe that I am a sinner. 
2. Believe that Christ died for my sin. 


3. Believe that when I ask Him, He comes into 
by heart. 


Or to state it in another way, I must: 
1. Recognize the fact of my personal sin. 


2. Realize in my heart that Christ died for that 
sin. 


3. Receive Him as my personal Saviour.” 


This outline and the verses of Scripture given 
with it should be so familiar to the Sunday School 
teacher that they are a very part of her. Before a 
child can be taught the “way of Christian living” he 
must be introduced to Jesus as his personal Saviour, 
otherwise the “cart is before the horse” and the 
child develops the impression that in order to get 
into Heaven he must “live right” and “do the best 
he can.” We are told plainly in Ephesians 2:8-9 
and in Titus 3:5 that salvation is not through any 
good thing that we might do; it is a gift from 
God, accepted by faith. Unless we put first things 
first in our Sunday School teaching our children 
will grow upto be spiritually confused adults. 


Perhaps you will say to me that all this is too 
difficult for a child to understand. John 3:16 does 
not say that salvation is for ‘‘whosoever under- 
standeth” but for “whosoever believeth.” And chil- 
dren have a wonderful faculty for believing what 
God has to say. No wonder the Lord Jesus said, 
“Except ye become as little children ye shall in no 
wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 
18:3). Children, even the smallest ones, should be 
taught the way of salvation. 


In the 12th chapter of Exodus we have an ac- 
count of God instituting the Passover. In Verse 7 
He gives instruction of the sprinkling of the blood 
of the lamb over the door and on the two side 
posts, for He says in Verse 13 that “when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall 
hot be upon you to destroy you.” This instruction 
with the promise “when I see the blood, I will 
bass Over you,” is repeated in Verses 22 and 23. 
Then God tells them that they must observe this 
a8 @ memorial forever and in Verses 26 and 27 He 
declares, “And it shall come to pass when your 
children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this 
Service? Ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the 
lard’s passover.” No pussyfooting. Tell them the 
acts. How old is a child when he begins to ask 
questions? When he begins to talk. 





Paul says in I Corinthians 5:7, “For even Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us.” It is the blood 
of Christ applied to our hearts that cleanses us 
from sin and delivers us from the wrath of God. 
According to the word of the Lord no child is too 
young to be told these things. 


In Deuteronomy 11:18-19 God says “ ... lay 
up these My words in your heart... And ye shall 
teach them your children, speaking of them when 
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up.” This is, obviously, instruction to parents, 
but if it is important for mothers and fathers who 
are in day by day and hour by hour contact with 
their children to train them thus in the words of 
the Lord then how careful the Sunday School 
teacher should be who spends only thirty or forty- 
five minutes a week with her class. 


It should be indelibly impressed upon the mind 
and heart of the Sunday School teacher that she is 
responsible for the souls of the boys and girls in 
her class. She is responsible for those souls not to 
the pastor of the church, nor to the parents of the 
boys and girls, but the Almighty God who will re- 
quire those souls at her hands. The teacher cannot 
save those souls, but she can faithfully present to 
them Jesus the Saviour, and she can fortify her 
teaching with prayer. Jesus died for the boys and 
the girls. He will save them. This is the primary 
purpose of teaching Sunday School. 


Church News 


Church Of The Pilgrims 


Excerpt from the Moderator’s Address at the 
dedication of the Stained Glass lenestration of the 
Church of the Pilgrims, marking the completion of 
this Church, the Gift of the Presbyterians of the 
South to the Capital of the Nation, March 6, 1949. 











6222026004. 
weer? 


Christian Friends: In behalf of the other congre- 
gations that make up the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States, it gives me great pleasure to 
bring you greetings and congratulations in this 
eventful day in the history of this Church. You 
must be aware, I am sure, that this congregation 
occupies a unique place of interest in the affection 
of our denomination, This church edifice, which is 
a monument to your faith, is also evidence to you 
of the love, the good will, the fellowship, and the 
help of your brothers and sisters in Christ. Per- 
sonally, I still recall those years when we were 
challenged by the vision that was put before us of 
a temple that would, one day, rise in the Capitol 
of our Nation to the Glory of God, that would be 
a visible symbol of the faith and devotion of our 
people, and here it is today! Here is the realization 
of your dream, yes, and the dream of our whole 
Communion. 


Friends, no church was ever more strategically 
placed than this one, and if you occupy a unique 
place in the church’s affection, there is also a 
unique contribution that you have to make to the 
life of our church, our nation, and of the world. 
“A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.” The 
testimony that this church gives here at the very 
nerve center of our nation is a matter of supreme 





Page 28 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Apr. 1, 1943 





and vital importance, and your denomination,— 
your Lord—expect much of you. I believe that one 
will not charge me with exaggeration if I say 
today that Washington is, in a sense, at this hour 
not only the Capitol of the United States but 
of the world. Here within the walls of this build- 
ing is a sounding board from which, like the call 
of a trumpet, the silver tones of our Christian 
profession and witness must go out to the very 
ends of the earth, else we shall be faithless in 
the mission which God has given us. 


Now it is not my purpose this afternoon to 
attempt an explanation of the symbolism that is 
worked into these beautiful windows, but bor- 
rowing from these windows, the essence of their 
message, I would like to lift up before you for your 
special consideration today, some of the unchange- 
able priorities of our faith, to which at a time 
like this, a church should renew her dedication. 
If I were to choose a theme for my remarks— 
that theme would be “The Good or the Best.” 
Christianity is a religion of superlatives. Our 
Lord gave us His best when He sent His Son to 
be our Savior. He expects of us our best. So I 
would hold before you today three great objectives 
to challenge your best: Missions, Stewardship and 
Evangelism. This is the primary meaning of our 
Program of Progress, a eall to remember our priori- 
ties, to focus attention on those things that will 
make for our spiritual: health and happiness— 
Missions, Stewardship and Evangelism. 





Mrs. Rachel Peck Fulton 


Mrs. Rachel Peck Fulton died Saturday, Febru- 
ary 19, 1949, at the home of her son, Dr. C. 
Darby Fulton, in Nashville, Tenn., at the age 
of eighty-five. She was born in Giles County, Vir- 
ginia, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles D. Peck. 
She taught school in Virginia, and upon appli- 
cation was appointed by our Executive Committee 
as a missio. ary to China. She sailed from San 
Francisco on November 7, 1888, on the “Arabic,” 
a small steamer of 3000 tons. Aboard the ship she 
met Rev. Samuel Peter Fulton, who was under ap- 
pointment to Japan. Rapidly a romance developed, 
so that upon arrival in Yokohama they were mar- 
ried, and the loss to the mission in China became 
the gain of the church in Japan. They joined our 
first missionaries to Japan, Rev. and Mrs. R. E. 
McAlpine in Nagoya and boarded with them. They 
were in Nagoya wken Mrs. Annie Randolph was 
gathering a few girls into her school which is now 
called “The Golden Castle College for Women” 
and has 3300 students. In 1890 they moved to the 
nearby city of Okazaki, the home of the great 
General Ieyasu, who ruled Japan 400 years ago. 
In order to get permission to live there, they 
opened a High School for boys. This was in ac- 
cordance with their hearts’ desire for both of them 
were gifted teachers. This was the only High 
School for boys that the Southern Presbyterian 
Mission in Japan has ever had, and it was always 
a great disappointment to them that it was closed 
during their furlough. However, as a compen- 
sation, they were sent as our representatives to 
Tokyo to teach theology in the Seminary Depart- 
ment of Meiji Gakuin, at that time a union Pres- 
byterian School for boys. There they trained many 
or the Japanese preachers,—and raised their sons, 
Sam and Darby. 


And it was in their lovely home on the campus 
that Mrs. Logan and I and our Josephine met 
them, and had our first dinner in Japan on De- 


—— 


cember 22, 1902, and our first thrilling ride jy 
jinrickshas from their home to the Railway Station, 


In 1907 upon the founding of our own Kobe 
Theological Seminary, Dr. Fulton was chosen to be 
its President, and so continued until his death jy 
1938. 


Mrs. Fulton engaged in the work of the churches 
of the city, and was the promoter and counsellor 
of one of our best kindergartens there. She was 
a friend and fellow worker with some of the lead. 
ing Christian women of Japan. Her deep, de. 
votional spirit, her calm assurance and faith in her 
Saviour, and her life of constant prayer are among 
the forces that laid the foundations of the Chris. 
tian Church of Japan. Her sons survive her. Samuel 
P. Fulton, Jr., is a civil engineer in Big Springs, 
Texas. Dr. C, Darby Fulton is Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S. After years of service as a missionary 
in Japan, he was called to Nashville to be the 
Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions and s 
continues to be. —Charles A. Logan. 





Our Missionaries 


In Formosa 


On 5th January 1949, a party of six Southern 
Presbyterians flew from Shanghai, China, to the 
island of Formosa, to begin work on a temporary 
basis with the Canadian Presbyterian Mission in 
the northern part of that island. Because conditions 
on the Chinese mainland made work there in- 
creasingly difficult, Rev. and Mrs. Jas. N. Mont- 
gomery, Miss Lillian Wells, and Rev. and Mrs. 
Arch B. Taylor, Jr., with their young son Bill, 
have accepted the urgent invitation of the Ca 
nadian Presbyterian Church to become associate 
workers in Formosa. 


Mr. and Mrs, Montgomery, since their retum 
after the war, have been associated with the 
China Sunday School Union. This is a cooperative 
work in which a number of church groups par 
ticipate. Its main purpose is to publish Sunday 
School lesson materials, teacher training guides, 
and other related matter, and to promote the 
growth of Sunday Schools all over China. The 
Union welcomes this opportunity to establish a 
branch office in Formosa, where the headquarters 
will be located in the principal northern city, 
Taipeh. In addition to their Sunday School Union 
work, the Montgomerys will engage in evangelistic 
0 aaa work as the opportunity presents 
itself. 


Miss Wells was formerly at the Hwaiyin station 
in Northern Kiangsu province, but because of the 
political and military situation in that section, she 
was forced to leave ker station some months ago. 
She is now in Tamsui, where she will begin teach- 
ing English in the Girls’ Middle School at the 
beginning of the Spring Term. Besides this she ex 
pects to carry on Bible classes and evangelistit 
work among the large number of refugees from 
the northern part of China who are now in the 
island. 


The Taylor family arrived in China on 23 No 
vember 1948, and found it impossible either 
go to the language school in Peiping, or to proce 
to their appointed station at Kiangyin. They, to 
are now in Tamsui, where Mr. Taylor is to teat 
in the English Department of the Boys’ Middle 
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School, and he will also have a few hours’ classes 
, week in the theological college in Taipeh. 


All these missionaries are hopefully look ng for- 
ward to the time when it will be possible to re- 
turn to their appointed work on the Chinese main- 
jand. Meanwhile, however, they feel themselves 
fortunate in having a place of work nearby, where 
they can continue to do useful mission work. The 
Canadian Mission has provided housing accommo- 
dations for all six, and they are hopeful that still 
others may yet come to Formosa on the same basis. 
They especially need a doctor in their large hos- 
pital in Taipeh. 


Mission work in the island of Formosa is old 
and well established, far antedating the Japanese 
seizure of over fifty years ago. The Canadian 
Presbyterians in the North and the English Presby- 
terians in the South are the two principal Pro- 
testant groups at work there. Roman Catholics are 
strong in some sections, and in recent years a 
number of other missions, notably of small, divisive 
sects, have been established, The numerical strength 
of Christians in proportion to the population is 
somewhat higher than for the Chinese mainland, 
and the Church has made some long strides toward 
self-support. Increasing responsibilities are being 
assumed by the national church leaders. 


In addition to the Chinese language work, there 
js an extensive mission to the aboriginal tribes 
people who inhabit the mountainous eastern side 
of the island. For years the Japanese rulers tried 
to prevent the Gospel from being brought to these 
people, and as a result, their desire for it has been 
greatly heightened. Since the war, therefore, a 
Christian movement of almost mass proportions 
has taken place among these people. 


Arch B. Taylor, Jr. 
26 January, 1949. 





Davidson College News 


Davidson, N. C., March 13.—A deputation com- 
posed of three students from Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., are visitors on the David- 
son College campus today. 


Rev. Fred. R. Stair, Jr., Th.M., and assistant to 
President B. R. Lacy, of Union Seminary, is the 
leader of the group and will be the guest speaker 
at the vesper program tonight. The other two are 
William S. McLean, Lenoir, N. C., and Lamar Wil- 
liamson, Monticello, Ark. All three are graduates 


of Davidson College and are now preparing for the 
ministry. 





Albemarle Presbytery 


Under the auspices of Presbytery’s Committee 
on the Presbyterian Program of Progress Mr. N. 
B. Ethridge, Associate Director, Norfolk, Va., 
and Rev. Bruce C. Boney, D.D., Field Director, 
Atlanta, Ga., visited Albemarle Presbytery and 
spoke at the following ten strategic points: Wil- 
liamston, New Bern, Rocky Mount, Wilson, Farm- 
Ville, Goldsboro, Greenville, Kinston, Tarboro and 
Washington during the month of February. 


In spite of bad weather there was good atten- 
ance at all of these meetings, composed of the 
eadership not only of the sponsoring churches but 
of those in the contiguous areas, 


Quoting a letter received from the pastor of 
one of the larger churches,—“I feel that the 
message is helping to crystalize the determination 
on the part of several of our Church officers to 
lead the congregation in a program of tithing. I 
just had a long talk with the Chairman of our 
Stewardship Committee last night and instead of 
writing the usual “money letter’ relative to the 
Every Member Canvass he is planning to write two 
letters to the congregation both of which will be 
on the subject of tithing. 


As a result of these meetings six churches in 
the Presbytery have expressed themselves as going 
immediately on the Thirteen Week Tithing Plan. 
This includes two of the most important churches 
in the Presbytery. Doubtless others will follow. 


_ According to the local pastors a deep spiritual 
interest was aroused. 


During the past year Albemarle Presbytery 
headed all the presbyteries of the Synod of North 
Carolina in the matter of evangelism. 


J. W. Hassell, Chairman, 
Presbyterian Program of Progress. 





Davidson College News 


Davidson, N. C., March 13.—Rev. E. H. Hamil- 
ton, until very recently a missionary of the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church, stationed in Suchowfu, 
China, has been a visitor on the Davidson campus 
for the week-end. 


He was the speaker at the chapel services on Fri- 
day, held under the auspices of the College 
Y.M.C.A., where he gave a rather pessimistic view 
of the political, economic and military situation 
now prevailing in the Far East. He indicated that 
the future of our foreign mission enterprise is very 
uncertain in the face of Communistic domination. 


Mr. Hamilton graduated from Davidson College 
with the Class of 1917. He is the author of the 
words to “O Davidson,” the Davidson College fight 
song, and he has two sons who are now students at 
the College. 





Special Notice To Treasurers 
Of Benevolences 


The special offering for Overseas Relief origi- 
nally scheduled for Easter Sunday 1949 has been 
moved up to March 27. Therefore, the proceeds 
of this offering will be included in the new year 
which begins April 1. Be sure to send separate 
checks for the special offering of March 27th be- 
cause the regular receipts from the final division 
of benevolences will be included in the year end- 
ing this March 31, if received by me not later than 
April 2. Be very prompt in remitting final con- 
tributions for the year now ending, 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer, 
Assembly’s Committee of 
Overseas Relief. 





Presbytery Of Winchester 


The Presbytery of Winchester will meet in the 
Presbyterian Church, Keyser, W. Va., on Tuesday, 
April 19, 1949, at 11:00 A.M. 

Joseph A. McMurray, Stated Clerk. 
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MR. ALLEN M. CRAIG 


Mr. Allen M. Craig, retired member of our 
Congo Mission, died in Winston-Salem, N. C., on 
March 1, 1949. Mr. Craig was Secretary and Treas- 
urer of the Mission from the beginning of his ser- 
vice in 1921 until the summer of 1947, when he 
came home on his last furlough. He was retired on 
June 1, 1948. 

A sketch of Mr. Craig’s life and work will appear 
in a later issue. 





Committee On Negro Work 


Receipts From The Church 


April, 1947, through February, 1948 _... $37,355.71 
April, 1948, through February, 1949 _.. 75,788.67 


$38,432.96 


This includes Program of Progress Gifts and 
$8,655.52 from Special Offering. 


Increase for Eleven Months 





Training School Contributions 


Contributions (Including Program of Progress) 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to the General 
Assembly’s Training School For Lay Workers, Inc., 
Richmond, Va. 


Month Of February 
1949 
$5,386.78* 


1948 
$ 2,804.39 


1949 1948 
$ 50,463.41* $ 32,585.79 


Increase to Date for Year $17,877.62 
(*Includes Program of Progress) 





Ouachita Presbytery 


The time of the spring meeting of Ouachita Pres- 
bytery has been changed from April 12th to April 
19th. 

John T. Barr, Sr., D.D., Stated Clerk. 


Book Reviews 


THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED 
By John Hess McComb, D.D. 
Published by Fleming H. Revell, 158 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York 10, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


John Hess McComb is recognized as one of the 
nation’s foremost gospel preachers. He has had a 
remarkable career. Before and after his graduation 
from the University of Pennsylvania with a Phi 
Beta Kappa key, he engaged in journalism. For six 
years he was connected with Philadelphia news- 
papers and for a year was in the Philadelphia Bu- 
reau of the Associated Press. While serving in this 
position, he received a call to the ministry. He en- 
rolled at Princeton Theological Seminary and made 
a splendid record at this institution. After minis- 
tering to a Presbyterian Church in Newark, N. J., 
he was called to Baltimore, Md. While there he 
taught homiletics at Westminster Theological Sem- 
inary in Philadelphia for two years. During the 
past fourteen years he has had a phenomenally suc- 
cessful pastorate at the Broadway Presbyterian 
Church of New York. 








This background is reflected in this volume g 
sermons. His experience in journalism taught hin 
how to write in a readable and interesting sty), 
His experience as professor of homiletics js 9b. 
— in the precision in which he handles his m,. 
terials. 


Dr. McComb is a man of great faith. Withoy 
hesitation he confesses, ““My most precious Dos 
session is faith in Jesus Christ as my Saviour... 
Moreover, through faith in Christ as my Savioy 
I have been enabled to endure great trials anj 
sorrows, and God’s Word assures me I can do gli 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me, y 
I fear not for the future.” His aim in writing this 
book has been to lead others to share with him this 
most precious faith and to enable them “to give, 
reason of the hope that is in them.” Throughout 
this volume he has had young people especially 
in mind who have been reared in Christian home 
and churches where there have not been much 
doctrinal preaching or instruction. He has sought 
to give young people a clear idea of what they 
believe and enable them to stand and be unshaker 
by the winds of false teaching so prevalent today, 


Dr. McComb is in line with the best theological 
thinkers of the past in affirming that the Bibk 
is God-given and needs no addition or alteration 
He is convinced that steadfastness in this faith 
brings real joy to God’s people. 


One of the best gospel sermons in this volum 
is on “There Is No Difference,” based on Romans 
3:20-23. Here we are reminded. “God wants thes 
things emphasized to humble pride, to encourage 
sinners to come to Christ, to keep believers from 
forgetting how they were saved, and to kee 
us from imagining that different classes of peopl 
require a different message.” 


These expositions will delight the heart of any 
serious Bible student. The study of them wil 
answer many questions asked by the _ inquiring 
minds of our day. We heartily commend thes 
fourteen messages to our readers. 


—John R. Richardson. 
This Book May Be Purchased From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





NO UNCERTAIN SOUND 


Edited with an introduction by Ray C. Petry. 
Published by The Westminster Press, Witherspoo 
Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. Price $4.50. Dr. Petr 
is professor of Church History at Duke Univer 
sity. He is a recognized authority on Paitristit 
and medieval history and literature. In this volum 
he submits “a selection of representative sermol 
designed to enrich the total picture of Christian life 
in the West from the third century to the Reforms 
tion.” It is a compilation of sermons that shape 
the pulpit tradition. This anthology includes se 
mons and sketches of sermons by thirty-two preach: 
ers from Oregon to Michel Menot. The reader 
will probably be famiilar with most of the namé 
though some will be obscure. 


These sermons vary in many ways. Some are él 
quent and some are dull. Some are marked J 
prophetic power and insight while others are char 
acterized by excessive ecclesiasticism. One is = 
pressed that these sermons are more Bible-centerel 
than the typical volume of sermons produce to 


day. D 
to the 
was ar 
interpr 
proceet 
ment 0 
or as ¢ 
ginnins 
were 
with d 
intrica 
The 
Petry 
peate 
self-cr 
has, iJ 
frequé 
the fi 
found 
and tl 
the W 
«om 
of his 
he m 
reded 


The 
a We 
of lat 
but a 
the r 





Apr. 1, 1949 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Page 31 








jay. Dr. Petry states that from the Apostolic age 
to the twelfth century the prevailing homily type 
was an informal discourse employing a_ doctrinal 
interpretation of Scripture. The exposition might 
proceed according to a sentence-by-sentence treat- 
ment of the text or by discussing an entire Gospel, 
or as an exhortation devoted to a single idea. Be- 
ginning in the twelfth century the gospel sermons 
were expounded by a far more systematic method, 
with divisions and developments of a frequently 
intricate kind. 

The reader of this volume will agree with Dr. 
Petry that “Christian history demonstrates re- 
peatedly that the Church, at its best, has been a 
self-criticizing institution. This healthful propensity 
has, in turn, led to the necessity of proclaiming 
frequent reforms. From the third century through 
the fifteenth, the masters of the pulpit not only 
found it their duty to look into their own lives 
and that of their communities, but also to proclaim 
the will of the Lord where each was concerned 
_..in so far as a preacher was an honest servant 
of his Lord, he dared not quail at outside censure; 
he must call for inward purification and public 
rededication.” 


These sermons of representative preachers “of 
a West that is long since past” speak to “brethren 
of late times.” It is a book primarily for preachers, 
but all who desire a more intimate knowledge of 
the rich culture of the Christian ages will be re- 
warded by reading this book. 

—John R. Richardson. 





HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
By George Sergeant 


Published by Frederick Publishing House, 1219 
Texas Bank Building, Dallas, Tex. Price $10.00. 
Most church histories are written by theological 
professors. This volume has the unique distinction 
of being written by a jurist. Judge Sergeant is a 
prominent member of the Texas Bar and was the 
Cetennial mayor of Dallas in 1936. He writes as a 
layman and primarily for laymen. His outlines are 
simple and easy to remember. His style is per- 
spicuous and will be appreciated by those who are 
not trained in technical theological subjects. 


This work is a book of almost a thousand pages. 
It begins with the birth of Christ in Bethlehem in 
4 B.C. and closes with the World Council at 
Amsterdam in 1948. 


Judge Sergeant writes as an adherent of the 
Christian faith. He believes that skeptics are un- 
able to explain the facts of Christianity satisfac- 
torily. On page 19 the author expresses his trini- 
tarian faith. He accepts without equivocation our 
Lord’s supernatural birth, His miraculous works, 
and bodily resurrection. He believes that these 
things “were foretold in the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures and fulfilled in the New, thus revealing to 
man the Deity of Christ.”” Moreover, he does not 
overlook the importance of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the church and especially in the production 
of the Scriptures. 


_According to this writer the argument for Chris- 
ianity should be convincing to any fair-minded 
person. He writes concerning Christianity, ‘The 
power of this doctrine, the purity of its teachings, 
the exalted ideals it holds up before mankind, its 
regenerating influence on the lives of men, its 
sublime purposes and its sanctifying effects pro- 
claim it as the faith which all men should seek.” 
le reasonableness of Christianity and its in- 
trinsic merit should appeal to our generation. On 





the basis of the worth of Christianity he believes 
that every Christian should have a burning desire 
to promulgate this faith and to carry its message 
to all men. 

An interesting chronology is appended to this 
volume. It begins with the births of John the 
Baptist, Christ and Paul in 4 B.C., and lists im- 
portant events in the life of the church through 
1948, The bishops and popes of Rome with their 
dates are also given in an appendix. 

A book of this kind should be helpful in pro- 
viding material for young people and fellowship 
groups. It could be used in an interesting manner 
at prayer meetings. It is also suited as a reference 
book on this subject as it contains a wealth of 
vital information. —John R. Richardson. 


DOCTRINE IN VERSE 
By Edward F. Hills, Th.D. 


I. The Incarnation 
Copyright 1949 By Edward F. Hills, Th.D. 


i. 

O sightless ones, in darkness blindly groping, 

Behold a healer comes to heal your blinded eyes. 

Ye hopeless men, whose hearts are spent with 
hoping, 

A Savior draweth nigh who hears your fainting 
cries. 

O Man of Sorrows, Thou hast come and at Thy 
coming 

Didst bear our grief and sadness, our sorrows and 
our sighs, 

And now with sorrow past we follow in Thy foot- 
steps 

Eternal life with Thee our hoped-for prize. 

2. 

Almighty God hath rent the highest heaven. 

His kindness hath appeared in Jesus Christ His Son. 

To seeking man this answer hath been given. 

To those in deep despair this new hope hath begun. 

A God incarnate, Thou hast come and at Thy com- 
ing 

As man revealed the Godhead, outshining far the 
sun, 

For Thou art truly man yet one with God the 
Father. 

And with His Spirit one, and ever one. 





In Christ alone are found all heaven’s mercies. 

He bought them on the cross with pains beyond 
our ken. 

The wrath of God, the law’s unyielding curses, 

The hell which we deserved was Jesus’ portion then. 

O Lamb eternal, Thou hast come and at Thy coming 

Didst silent go to slaughter and give Thyself for 
men 

Didst sleep in bitter death, then make a tomb Thy 
triumph, 

Didst break its bonds and rise to heaven again. 


4, 
A heavenly kingdom shall God’s sons inherit, 
A joy that fadeth not and passeth not away, 
Christ’s ransomed saints, converted by His Spirit, 
Who do His good commands and walk His nar- 
row way. 


O King of glory, Thou shalt come and at Thy com- 


ing 
Thy wrath shall burn forever, Thy judgment shall 
not stay, 


’Gainst those that love Thee not, but on Thy faith- 
ful children 


Thy Presence bright shall shine in endless day. 
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BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low. $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 


QUOTATIONS 


“John, a Jew, in baptizing the Lord Jesus, 
also a Jew, did it in the only way known to 
Law and Prophecy—by sprinkling.” P. 6. 

“Ezek. 36:25: ‘Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you.’” P. 9. 

“Ts it thinkable that God would have failed 
to give some clear and definite directions for 
the ordinance of baptism if it was to be dif- 
ferent from all the related types in the Old 
Testament, and different from the unmistak- 
ably related prophecy of Ezek. 36:25?” P. 11. 

“If it is ‘silly,’ as urged by Immersionists, 
to baptize a baby, then it was worse than 
silly—it was brutal—to mutilate an 8-days’ 
old baby by circumcision.” P, 24. 

“How, then, can the claim be maintained 
that baptism is always and invariably im- 
mersion when two out of three baptisms of 
Matt. 3:11 cannot be immersion?” P. 28. 

“Not only is the absence of the word ‘water’ 
from these passages in Romans and Colossians 
evidently intentional by the Holy Spirit, but 
the reading of it into them would seem to be 
an attempt to correct a supposed omission by 
the omniscient God.” P. 34. 


COMMENTS 


“Very helpful ... to those ... about to be 
received in the Church. The Elders of our 
Church, believing it ... the finest Biblical 
analysis ... of Baptism ... voted to purchase 
sufficient copies for each member.” From 
Rev. Arthur G. Slaght, Pastor of South Balti- 
more (Md.) Bible Church. 

“IT want a copy for every family in my 
Church.” From a Pastor in North Carolina. 

“Several ... say it is the best they have 
ever read.” From an Elder in Fort Worth, 
Tex., who has made 2 orders for 8 each, and 
3 for 100 each (free copies for the vestibule 
of his Church). 

“Will meet real need. It’s great! Just along 
the line I have been looking for. Thank the 
dear Lord for this splendid piece of work.” 
From Rev. George Phillips, Pastor of South 
Philadelphia (Pa.) United Presbyterian 
Church. The Session of this Church ordered 
100 copies. 


Prices, transportation paid: 15c each; 2 for 
25c; 25 or more, 12c each; 100 or more, 10c 
each; 500 or more, 8c each. 

Ten orders for 500 copies each and one 
order for 2,000 copies have been received. 


For Sale By 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
(The second printing of this Booklet was as a 
series in The Journal, 1942-1943.) 
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YOU, TOO, CAN HAVE 
AN ACTIVE PART IN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Many people, in their wills, remember the 
work of our Church. By including a bequest 
to Foreign Missions, your final message be- 
comes one of love for all mankind. For the 
benefit of those who desire to remember For- 
eign Missions, the following form of bequest 
should be used: 


FORM OF BEQUEST 


I give devise and bequeath to the Exec- 
utive Committee of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a corporation organized under 
the laws of the State of Tennessee, 
with offices at Nashville, Tenn., the 


sum of. 








(or the following property , to-wit: 


) 


If you contemplate drawing or changing 
your will, it is suggested that you consult a 
good lawyer. 





We will be glad to give you any information 
you desire in connection with a bequest to 
Foreign Missions. Address: 


Curry B. Hearn . Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE U.S. 


'P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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